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Introduction 
Renewable energy has gained increasing attention owing to the growing problem of 
greenhouse gases in recent decades. Several attempts have been made to substitute 
carbon-containing energy sources with more eco-friendly options, such as wind, solar,  
and hydro and etc. However, these alternatives cannot meet the overall demand for 
energy storage. Transportation is one of the most energy-demanding industries; 
therefore, it is important to substitute combustion engines for EVs at the personal 
transportation level in order to decrease emissions (Burke & Zhao, 2015; Radu et al., 2019; 
Stan et al., 2014). Alternative energy sources are constantly being developed to meet  
the overall demands of the energy storage market. Among the chemical and physical  
energy storage systems, three systems are considered as potential alternatives for 
transportation: lithium-ion batteries, fuel cells, and supercapacitors (Winter & Brodd, 
2004). 

Supercapacitors, which are also known as electrochemical double-layer (EDL) capacitors 
or ultracapacitors, possess superior properties to those of conventional capacitors, such 
as a higher energy density over a wide range of power values while exhibiting a long cycle 
life (Conway, 1999; Y. Wang et al., 2016; A. Yu et al., 2017). Supercapacitors were 
discovered by General Electric engineers in 1957, while performing tests with porous 
carbon electrodes in a fuel cell (Becker, 1957). EDL capacitors were commercialised in 
1978 by NEC (Conway, 1999). Currently, EDL capacitor electrodes are used as cast 
electrodes or aqueous slurries. However, in recent years, fibre-based electrodes have 
been increasingly researched. Fibrous electrodes are useful because of their improved 
mechanical properties and relatively low electrode thicknesses (≈20 µm), which are 
several times lower than those of commercial electrodes.  

One of the simplest ways to produce fibrous electrodes is electrospinning, which has 
drawn significant attention for energy storage devices. During the last decade, researchers 
have proposed several polymer/solvent and polymer/solvent/carbon combinations for 
energy storage applications (Guo et al., 2009; He et al., 2018; X. Li et al., 2017). However, 
high EDL capacitance from electrospun nanoporous carbide-derived carbon (CDC) and 
polymer electrodes has not yet been achieved without applying further post carbonization 
processes. The purpose of this study was to develop a thin-layered CDC-based fibrous 
electrode material with the highest possible capacitance and the longest cycle life for 
energy storage applications.  

For this purpose, various combinations of polymer/solvent/carbon, with the addition 
of ionic liquids (ILs), were tested in electrospinning solutions. The fibrous electrode 
preparation process was fully optimised to achieve high capacitance in EDL applications 
with excellent mechanical properties. Furthermore, to improve the electrochemical 
properties of the electrospun electrodes and to find the best combination of CDC and 
electrolyte ions, a variety of organic, inorganic, and ionic-liquid-based electrolytes were 
also tested.  
 

The results of this thesis have been presented additionally to scientific papers at several 
scientific conferences:  
 
Malmberg, S.; Arulepp, M.; Savest, N.; Käärik, M.; Krumme, A.; (2018). Baltic Polymer 
symposium, Jurmala, Latvia.  
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Space Passive Components Days International Symposium, Noordwijk, Netherlands, 9 - 12 
October 2018. EPCI. 
 
Krasonu, I.; Tarasova, E.; Malmberg, S.; Vassiljeva, V.; Krumme, A. (2019). Preparation of 
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Materials Science and Engineering, 500, 012022.10.1088/1757-899X/500/1/012022. 
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Abbreviations 
AC Alternative current 
ACN Acetonitrile 
BET Brunauer–Emmet–Teller 
CB Carbon black 
CDC Carbide-derived carbon 
CE Counter electrode 
CNT Carbon nanotube 
CV Cyclic voltammetry 
DMAc N,N-dimethylacetamide 
DMF Dimethylformamide 
DMSO Dimethyl sulphoxide 
EDL Electrical double-layer 
EIS Electrochemical impedance spectroscopy 
EMIm-BF4 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium tetrafluoroborate
EOL End of Life 
ESR Equivalent series resistance 
EV Electrical vehicle 
GC Galvanostatic cycling 
IL Ionic liquid 
MWNT Multi-walled carbon nanotube 
PAN Polyacrylonitrile 
PANi Polyaniline 
PC Propylene carbonate 
PEO Poly(ethylene oxide) 
PI Polyimide 
PMMA Poly(methyl methacrylate) 
PS Polystyrene 
PSD Particle size distribution 
PVA Poly(vinyl alcohol) 
PVDF Poly(vinylidene fluoride) 
Ref Reference electrode 
SEM Scanning electron microscopy 
SWNT Single-walled carbon nanotube 
TGA Thermal gravimetric analysis 
WE Working electrode 
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1 Literature review 
1.1 Introduction 
Nanotechnology has the potential to address global challenges through the design and 
fabrication of functional nanofibers for energy and environmental applications. The key 
fabrication method is electrospinning, which is a versatile technique that allows for the 
preparation of continuous, thin fibres with diameters of a few hundred nanometres (Ding 
& Yu, 2014). Electrostatic attraction of a liquid was first reported by William Gilbert in the 
17th century, and the electrospinning technique was first patented in 1900 by John Francis 
Cooley (Cooley, 1902; Nascimento et al., 2015; Tucker et al., 2012). The advantages of 
electrospun fibres are their high surface area, flexibility, and good mechanical properties, 
thereby rendering them desirable materials for many applications (Ramakrishna, 2005). 
Owing to the unique properties of electrospun fibres, they have also gained attention in 
the energy storage industry.  

Supercapacitors are energy storage devices that provide fast charge–discharge 
capability and are considered to be alternative energy sources to combustion engines 
(Hester & Harrison, 2018). During the last decade, there have been several reports on 
various combinations of fibrous supercapacitor electrodes; however, none have utilized 
high-capacity carbide-derived carbon (CDC) and polymer solutions without applying 
external processing, such as pyrolysis and carbonisation (He et al., 2018; X. Li et al., 2017). 
Therefore, the present work focuses on the development of electrospun, fibrous,  
CDC-based electrodes for electrical double-layer capacitor applications in organic and 
aqueous electrolytes. 

1.2 Supercapacitors 

Rechargeable batteries are considered promising candidates for electric vehicles; 
however, the charge-storage mechanism of existing rechargeable batteries is mainly 
dependent on the intercalation of cations within the crystalline structure of the electrode. 
Intercalations are regulated by the diffusion of cations within the crystalline framework. 
In supercapacitors, energy storage is based on surface reactions in the electrode; 
therefore, they provide a much higher power density than that of batteries (Y. Wang  
et al., 2016). An EDL was first described and modelled by Von Helmholtz in the 19th 
century. The Helmholtz double-layer model comprised two layers of opposite charge that 
form at the electrode–electrolyte interface and are separated by an atomic distance 
(Helmholtz, 1853; L. L. Zhang & Zhao, 2009). The Helmholtz model was further developed 
by Gouy and Chapman while considering the continuous distribution of electrolyte ions in 
the electrolyte solution (Chapman, 1913; Gouy, 1910; L. L. Zhang & Zhao, 2009). In 1991, 
Brian Evans Conway described the difference between the energy storage mechanisms of 
supercapacitors and batteries (Conway, 1999).  

The high capacitance of EDL capacitors is in the order of hundreds of farads to 
kilofarads, which is several orders of magnitude larger than those of traditional 
electrolytic capacitors, whose capacitance is measured in microfarads. With EDL 
capacitors, high capacitance is possible because of the short charge-separation distance 
at the electrode–electrolyte interface and the high surface area of the carbon material 
(Helmholtz, 1853; Ji et al., 2014). The high surface area of the carbon originates from the 
presence of very small pores on the carbon surface (Figure 1A). The porous matrix of 
carbon arises from the activation processes. It is very important that the pore size of the 
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carbon matches the ion size of the electrolyte for sufficient electrolyte ion penetration 
into the carbon pores (Garche et al., 2013).  

The electrochemical device is composed of two electrodes, a separator, and an 
electrolyte (Figure 1B); the electrolyte can be in either the solid or liquid phase. 
A solid-state electrolyte has two functions: conduction of ions and separation of the 
positive and negative electrodes. Liquid electrolyte solutions also conduct ions; however, 
for the separation of positive and negative electrodes, a porous separator sheet is 
required ( Yu et al., 2017). 

Energy storage is created when the polarisation of the electrode ions is absorbed in the 
double-layer area. 

Figure 1. Mechanism of electrical double-layer capacitors (Endo et al., 2001; Frackowiak, 2007; 
Garche et al., 2013; Pohlmann, n.d.). 

In practical applications, supercapacitors are used in the form of a coin-shaped, 
cylindrical, or prismatic cell and are combined in series into larger modules. Full cells are 
filled with organic or aqueous electrolytes and are used in high-power applications; 
however, the cell voltage is limited due to electrolyte decomposition. Organic 
electrolyte-based cells can provide higher working voltages, but the current is limited by 
their low ionic conductivity (Garche et al., 2013; Pohlmann, n.d.).  

Supercapacitors exhibit superior properties such as long cycle life, low resistance, high 
power density, and a wide operating temperature range. Although batteries exhibit a 
higher energy density than that of supercapacitors, their power density does not reach 
the level of EDL capacitors, as shown in Figure 2. Therefore, an increasing number of 
investigations have been performed in the last decade to maximize the energy density of 
supercapacitors. 
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Figure 2. Specific energy vs specific power for energy storage devices (Kumar Panda et al., 2020;  
S. Zhang & Pan, 2015).

1.3 Carbon materials for supercapacitors 

The electrode material is a key element for EDL capacitor performance. Carbon materials 
have exceptional properties such as a high surface area, good electrical conductivity, low 
density, high stability, and relatively low cost. Carbon materials have been widely used as 
electrodes for energy-storage devices. Furthermore, the porosity and morphology of 
carbon materials can be modified by activation processes (Endo et al., 2001; Frackowiak 
& Béguin, 2001; Leis et al., 2001; Li et al., 2019). The different structures of carbon 
materials for supercapacitors are presented in Figure 3.  

Figure 3. Carbon allotropes used in supercapacitors (Giubileo et al., 2018). 

Activated carbon is one of the oldest and most studied porous carbon materials 
(Sadashiv Bubanale et al., 2017). The basic structural unit of activated carbon is the 
hexagonal structure of graphite, which occurs in the form of numerous small graphite 
platelets. The process of activating carbon was discovered in the early 1800s (Sadashiv 
Bubanale et al., 2017). In today’s energy storage industry, most commercial EDL capacitors 
are based on activated carbon materials owing to their well-known manufacturing 
processes. The properties of activated carbon rely on its simple, large-scale production 
and relatively low cost. Activated carbon is produced from nutshells, wood, starch, 
sucrose, cellulose, corn grain, banana fibre, coffee grounds, and sugar cane bagasse, 
among other materials. Furthermore, the synthesis of activated carbon enables 
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well-controlled properties, suitable pore size distribution, and greatly enhanced 
capacitive characteristics. Carbon can be activated by either physical or chemical 
activation. In the case of physical activation, carbon materials are first pyrolyzed at high 
temperatures (600–900 °C) to remove non-carbon elements, and subsequently treated 
with oxidising atmospheres such as steam, CO2, or a mixture of the two. Activation by 
chemical treatment involves impregnation of the carbon precursor with chemicals such as 
KOH, NaOH, H3PO4, ZnCl2, and H2SO4, which is followed by carbonisation at 450–900 °C 
(Sevilla & Mokaya, 2014; L. Wei & Yushin, 2012a). 

 Activated carbon is commonly used in combination with quaternary ammonium salts 
in acetonitrile or propylene carbonate solutions. The capacitance of activated carbon 
reaches 35–250 F g–1 in organic electrolytes, 60–150 F g–1 in ionic liquids (at high 
temperatures), and 300 F g–1 in aqueous electrolytes (at lower voltages due to water 
decomposition).  

Graphene affords an extremely high electrical conductivity, accessibility to electrolyte 
ions, relatively low costs, an excellent mechanical strength, and a high surface area  
(2699 m2 g–1), rendering it suitable for energy storage devices (Khalid et al., 2018).  
The existence of graphene was first reported by P. R. Wallace in 1947 (Wallace, 1947); 
however, it was rediscovered at the beginning of the 21st century. Graphene is a flat,  
one-layer-thick material comprising sp2- bonded carbons with a fully conjugated structure 
of C–C and C=C bonds. However, graphene often requires molecular-level functionalization 
for most electronic applications. Other forms of graphene such as fullerene, carbon 
nanotubes (CNTs), and graphite exhibit a similar hexagonal ring structure to that of 
graphene; however, various orientations are observed in space, giving each form its own 
unique properties (Khalid et al., 2018). 

Fullerenes consist of carbon balls composed of hexagonal and pentagonal carbon rings. 
The first fullerene was discovered in 1985 by Sir Harold W. Kroto of the United Kingdom 
and Richard E. Smalley and Robert F. Curl, Jr. of the United States (Kroto, 1997). The small 
band gaps inside the carbon rings enable fast charge transfer owing to their high 
conductivity. Using fullerenes as electrode materials enhances the diffusion of ions 
because of their very high surface area and cage-like structure (Ali et al., 2020a). However, 
studies on the large-scale production of these materials are still in progress (Ali et al., 
2020b; Keypour et al., 2013). Finally, it has been concluded that graphene-based electrode 
materials usually suffer from poor control of particle size distribution (PSD) with a lack of 
macropores or large mesopores, which are commonly present in activated carbon or CDC 
materials (L. Wei & Yushin, 2012a). 

CNTs afford good mechanical properties such as high strengths and low weights 
(Zaharaddeen et al., 2016). They are formed when a graphite sheet is curled up into 
cylinders and can either be single-walled (SWNT) or multi-walled (MWNTs) (Pan et al., 
2010). CNT applications have been widely investigated since their discovery in 1995 
(Rinzler et al., 1995). They have been used as electrode materials for supercapacitors, 
achieving specific capacitances of up to 102 F g–1 and 180 F g–1 for MWNTs and SWNTs, 
respectively (Lu & Dai, 2010). However, carbon nanotubes are too expensive for  
large-scale production, and their long-term stability has not yet been achieved (Wei & 
Yushin, 2012b; Weinstein & Dash, 2013).  
  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Harold-Kroto
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Richard-Smalley
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Robert-F-Curl-Jr
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1.4 Carbide-derived carbon 
The production of carbide-derived carbon (CDC) using high-temperature chlorine gas and 
silicon carbide was first described in a patent by O. Hutchins in 1918 (Hutchins, 1918). 
Larger-scale production was developed in 1956 (Andersen 1956).  

In more detail, CDCs are produced by the extraction of metals from carbide precursors 
at high temperatures. The unique properties of porous CDCs, such as high specific surface 
area and tuneable pore size with a narrow size distribution, make it an ideal material for 
supercapacitor electrodes (Gogotsi, 2006; Arulepp et al., 2010; Presser et al., 2011). 
The advantage of CDC materials is the narrower pore size distribution compared to that 
of activated carbon.  

CDC fabrication is typically used as chlorination at high temperatures. The chlorination 
of metal or non-metal precursors is described by the following reaction:  

MC + xCl2  MCl2x + C 

In this reaction, the carbon layer is formed by inward growth, usually while retaining 
the original shape and volume of the precursor. If the remaining reaction products, such 
as residual chlorides, are trapped in the pores, they can be removed by treatments such 
as hydrogenation or vacuum annealing. In general, hydrogenation is carried out after 
chlorination with a temperature equal to or lower than the synthesis temperature. 
(Presser et al., 2011). For the synthesis of CDC materials, various metal and metalloid 
precursors, such as TiC, SiC, ZrC, WC, VC, Al4C3 and Mo2C have been used (Ariyanto et al., 
2019; Dash et al., 2005; Gudavalli & Dhakal, 2018; Maletin et al., 2004; Leis et al., 2001, 
2002, 2010; Yushin et al., 2006). 

The characteristics of the synthesised CDC materials are dependent on the chlorination 
temperature and carbide precursor, which allow for tuning of the pore sizes to 0.6–2 nm 
(Gogotsi, 2006; Gudavalli & Dhakal, 2018). The model (Zhan et al., 2017) and the structure 
of the CDC particle, as determined by transmission electron microscopy (TEM) image, are 
presented in Figure 4. The surface area of CDC can reach up to 2200 m2 g–1 (Leis et al., 
2002; Gogotsi et al., 2003; Maletin et al., 2004).  

Figure 4. A) Model of the CDC structure (Zhan et al., 2017) and B) TEM image of  TiC-CDC  
(Leis et al., 2002).  
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The porosity of the CDC is determined by the carbide structure, and the structure of 
the formed CDC is strongly influenced by the distribution of carbon atoms in the carbide 
lattice (Presser et al., 2011).  

Furthermore, to improve the EDL properties of CDC materials, post-modification 
processes similar to those of activated carbon are employed (Käärik et al., 2018). 
In addition, chemical activation by KOH is the most common activation process for CDC. 
Unfortunately, with chemical activation, relatively high oxygen content occurs inside the 
material compared to physical processes such as CO2, steam activation, and a mixture of 
both. The high oxygen content leads to additional functional groups on the carbon 
surface, and, in turn, unfavourable Faradaic reactions can occur in parallel with 
the EDL. The benefits of using CO2 and H2O steam are the cleaner production, 
cost-efficiency, and endothermic nature of their reactions, which allows for better process 
control. Previously, E. Tee et al. showed that gas-phase activation doubles the 
Brunauer–Emmett–Teller (BET) surface area and increases the pore size of SiC CDC 
(Tee et al., 2015). The theoretical capacitance for two-electrode configurations of CDC 
materials ranges from 60 to 320 F g–1 (Inamuddi et al., 2019; Vatamanu et al., 2013; Käärik 
et al., 2018, 2020).  Furthermore, recently Käärik et al. presented mathematical 
model for characterizing and predicting physical parameters of porous carbon using 
experiment-derived structure descriptors (Käärik et al., 2018).  

1.5 Polymers 
Polymers for electrospinning can be categorised into natural and synthetic polymers 
(Zahmatkeshan et al., 2018). Natural polymers such as collagen, gelatine, and silk are 
preferred over synthetic polymers in medical and biological applications because of their 
low immunogenicity and higher biocompatibility (Li et al., 2019). Synthetic polymers are 
more beneficial than natural polymers because of their superior mechanical properties 
(Zahmatkeshan et al., 2018). In general, over 100 different types of polymers have been 
electrospun into nanofibers (Xue et al., 2019).  

Poly(ethylene oxide) (PEO, C2nH4n2On+1) is the most commonly used water-soluble 
polymer. However, of the water-insoluble polymers, polyacrylonitrile (PAN, (C3H3N)n), 
which is soluble in dimethyl sulphoxide (DMSO, C2H6OS) and dimethylformamide (DMF, 
C3H7NO), is mainly used. PAN is gaining increasing interest because of its potential as a 
precursor material for electrospun carbon materials for a variety of applications 
(Wortmann et al., 2019). 

Figure 5. Molecular structure of PAN (Saufi & Ismail, 2002). 

PAN is a semicrystalline polymer with a relatively high glass-transition temperature of 
100 °C (Sada et al., 2014). The molecular weight of PAN used for electrospinning was 
150 000 g mol–1. Regarding its stability against chemical reagents, the nitrile group of PAN 
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has relatively low reactivity, and thermal oxidation causes the degradation of PAN to 
carbon fibres (Sada et al., 2014). 

As mentioned above, the most important function of PAN as a raw material is to act as 
a precursor for carbon fibres (Huang, 2009; Liu & Kumar, 2012; Sada et al., 2014).  
PAN-based carbon nanofibers have remarkable properties such as high tensile strength, 
low density (less than 2.0 g cm–3), high thermal- and chemical stability, good electrical- 
and thermal conductivity, and creep resistance. The preparation of PAN-based carbon 
nanofibers includes four steps: fibre formation by electrospinning, thermal stabilisation at 
high temperatures (180–300 °C) under an oxidative atmosphere, carbonisation in an inert 
atmosphere (350–1700 °C) to remove non-carbon particles, and graphitisation at 2000 °C 
to create a graphitic structure. Currently, 90% of commercial nanofibers are produced 
from PAN (Sada et al., 2014). PAN-based carbon fibres are used in several applications 
such as military aircraft, automobiles, and high-grade sporting goods (Sada et al., 2014).  

Several aprotic solvents can be used for the electrospinning of PAN-based fibres: DMF, 
DMSO, N,N-dimethylacetamide (DMAc, C4H9NO), and dimethyl sulphone (C6H12O2S). 
Compared with other possible production methods such as vapour growth, arc discharge, 
laser ablation, and chemical vapour deposition, electrospinning can easily generate 
nanofibers with diameters ranging from 10 nm to several millimetres by applying an 
electrostatic force to the polymer solution. PAN-based nanofibers can also be combined 
with composite materials incorporating CNTs (Song et al., 2013), metal salts (Park et al., 
2005), metal complexes (Parekh et al., 2018), and metal oxides (Drew et al., 2005). 

1.6 Electrolytes for supercapacitors 

Electrolytes are important components in supercapacitor applications and play a crucial 
role in transferring charges between positively and negatively charged electrodes  
(Pal et al., 2019). Electrolytes are categorised into various classes, such as organic, 
aqueous, ionic liquids, solid-state or quasi-solid-state, and redox-active; more specifically, 
their categorisation is depicted in Figure 6 (Pal et al., 2019; Zhong et al., 2015).  
The selection of the electrolyte plays a key role in further supercapacitor performance.  
In addition to its impact on the operating voltage, the electrolyte has a significant 
influence on the power density, cycling stability, operating temperature, equivalent series 
resistance (ESR), lifetime, and self-discharge of the capacitor (Wang, 2017). In addition, 
aqueous-electrolyte-based EDL capacitors have high conductivity and -capacitance; 
however, they possess low energy density and cycling stability (Zhong et al., 2015). In the 
case of organic- and IL-electrolyte-based supercapacitors, the operating voltage is 
significantly higher than that of aqueous electrolytes; however, they suffer from low ionic 
conductivity and high toxicity (Zhong et al., 2015). 

Overall, an ideal electrolyte for EDL applications should exhibit important 
characteristics: high electrochemical stability, broad electrochemical potential range, 
wide working-temperature range, high ionic conductivity, high polarity, low viscosity, 
environmental friendliness, low flammability, and low cost (Pal et al., 2019; F. Wang, 
2017). However, in reality, no single electrolyte can meet all these performance 
requirements. Besides the cycle life (or lifetime), energy density and power density are 
the two most crucial properties in the evaluation of electrochemical energy devices and 
are also strongly influenced by the selection of the electrolyte (Zhong et al., 2015). 
Because both the energy and power densities of a supercapacitor depend on the square 
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of the cell voltage (see equations 1 and 2), the development of electrolytes proceeds in 
the direction of increasing operating voltage (Suresh et al., 2017; Zhong et al., 2015).  

𝐸𝐸 = 𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶2

2
, (1) 

where C is the capacitance and U is the cell voltage. 

𝑃𝑃 = 𝐸𝐸
𝑡𝑡
, (2)

where E is the energy and t is the time (Wu and Cao, 2018). 

Figure 6. Categorization of electrolytes (Zhong et al., 2015). 

Aqueous electrolytes are appealing because of their low cost and simple manipulation 
(no need for a controlled environment). Typically, three types of aqueous electrolytes are 
used: acidic (H2SO4, etc), neutral salt (Na2SO4, etc), and alkaline (KOH, etc) (Béguin et al., 
2014; Frackowiak, 2007; Ibukun & Jeong*, 2019; Zhong et al., 2015). The specific 
capacitance of carbon in aqueous electrolytes ranges from 100–300 F g–1 and is highly 
influenced by the size of the electrolyte ions inserted into the pores of carbon (Ibukun & 
Jeong*, 2019). Depending on the electrolyte type, the ionic radius of the electrolyte can 
vary significantly, especially in the case of hydrated ions. In addition, the hydrated ionic 
radius of H+ in H2SO4 is the smallest (2.80 Å), and that of K+ in KOH is the largest (3.31 Å) 
(Jeong 2019). The major disadvantage of aqueous electrolytes is their narrow 
electrochemical stability window of 0 – 1.23 V as a result of water decomposition (Balducci 
et al., 2007; Inamuddin et al., 2019; Stan et al., 2014; Vatamanu et al., 2013).  

Organic electrolytes mostly consist of quaternary ammonium salts mixed with organic 
solvents such as acetonitrile (ACN) or polycarbonate (PC) (Arulepp et al., 2004; Brazis 
et al., 2010; Libich et al., 2018; Ue et al., 1994). Acetonitrile-based electrolytes are known 
to have higher conductivity and lower viscosity than PC-based electrolytes (Balducci et al., 
2007). Although PC-based electrolytes have lower levels of toxicity and higher flash points, 
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ACN-based electrolytes are preferred because they have a much higher power density 
(Arulepp et al., 2004; Béguin et al., 2014). Furthermore, because of the wider operating 
voltage (maximum operative voltage between 2.5–3.0 V) compared to aqueous 
electrolytes, organic electrolytes are mostly used in commercial products (Brazis et al., 
2010; Libich et al., 2018). The capacitance range for carbon materials in organic 
electrolytes is 50–190 F g–1 (Béguin et al., 2014; Käärik et al., 2020). The major disadvantage 
of organic electrolytes is the complex manipulation process required to protect them from 
moisture.  

ILs are organic salts composed of asymmetric cations, which are usually bulkier than 
anions. ILs occur in liquid form over a broad range of temperatures, including room 
temperature and below. As electrolytes, they operate under a wide working potential, 
ranging from 2 to 6 V (Mishra et al., 2020). Despite their wide potential window, ILs are 
expensive, and because of their relatively high viscosity, they tend to outperform at low 
capacitance and high resistance. However, recent developments have shown that the high 
viscosity of ILs can be mitigated by using ILs in solution with organic electrolytes (Mishra 
et al., 2020). Similar to organic electrolytes, IL-based electrolytes are also extremely 
sensitive to moisture, which can drastically affect their stability and conductivity 
(Pohlmann et al., 2013; Shahzad et al., 2019; L. Yu & Chen, 2019).  

1.7 Electrospinning 

Electrospinning is a versatile and efficient process for producing continuous nanofibers 
with diameters ranging from submicron to nanometre by applying a high-potential electric 
field (Karakaş, n.d.). The advantages of electrospun nanofibers are high flexibility, higher 
surface area compared to regular fibres, and outstanding mechanical properties (Ding & 
Yu, 2014; Karakaş, n.d.; Ramakrishna et al., 2006). With electrospinning, it is possible to 
produce nanofibers of different materials in various fibrous assemblies (Ramakrishna 
et al., 2006). Electrospinning is highly attractive both at the lab scale and at the industry 
level owing to the simplicity of its setup (Karakaş, n.d.; Ramakrishna et al., 2006). In the 
electrospinning process, a variety of nanofibers can be fabricated for applications in 
energy storage (Malmberg et al., 2020; A. Yu et al., 2017), healthcare (Babitha et al., 2017), 
biotechnology (Doyle et al., 2013), and environmental engineering (Doyle et al., 2013). 

Electrospinning and electrospraying processes are based on the same physical and 
electrical mechanisms. However, the main difference is that continuous fibres are formed 
in electrospinning, whereas small droplets are produced by electrospraying (Karakaş, 
n.d.). The electrospinning setup at the lab scale consists of a syringe, syringe pump, power 
supply, and current collector, where the current collector can either be static or rotating.
One electrode of power supply is connected to the needle tip of the syringe containing
the polymer solution, and the second electrode is attached to the rotating and grounded
collector. When a DC voltage is applied, the charge repulsion on the fluid surface causes
a force directly opposite to the surface tension of the fluid itself. After the increase of the
electric field, the hemispherical surface of the fluid at the tip of the syringe elongates and
assumes a conical shape known as the “Taylor cone”. Afterwards, a charged fluid jet is
ejected from the tip of the cone. Solvent evaporation takes place on the rotating collector,
and fibre formation occurs on the conducting substrate (Aussawasathien, 2006; Karakaş,
n.d.; Y. Wang et al., 2016). The electrospinning process (Figure 5) is influenced by several
parameters, such as applied voltage, distance between the syringe tip and collector,
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solution pumping rate, temperature, solution viscosity, and polymer molecular weight 
(Korycka et al., 2018).  

When the viscosity of the solution is too low, electrospray can occur, causing polymer 
particles to form instead of fibres. Furthermore, the formation of the beaded fibres tends 
to occur more often in the case of low solution viscosity (‘Electrospinning Archives’, n.d.). 

The applied voltage has a significant influence on the jet stability and fibre morphology, 
and the solution conductivity is influenced by the polymer type, solvent, and availability 
of ionisable salts. With an increase in the electrical conductivity of the solution, a significant 
decrease in the fibre diameter of the electrospun nanofibers occurs (‘Electrospinning 
Archives’, n.d.; Karakaş, n.d.). 

Furthermore, the electrospinning process is affected by the distance between the 
syringe tip and collector. The distance has a significant influence on the deposition time, 
evaporation rate, and instability interval. It has been shown that a sufficient distance is 
needed to allow time to stretch and dry the electrospinning solution before its deposition 
onto the substrate, since beads or liquid films would appear if the distance is too short or 
too long (‘Electrospinning Archives’, n.d.; Junoh et al., 2015; Karakaş, n.d.). 

Figure 7. (Left center) Scheme of electrospinning process (Junoh et al., 2015). (Right) Formation of 
a Taylor cone (Electrospinning - CEST - Laboratory Equipment, n.d.). 

1.7.1 Grinding of carbon materials 
For EDL fibrous electrode fabrication, it is important to use carbon with a small particle 
size (<1 µm). The grinding process of carbon materials improves the formation of 
conductive networks among carbon particles, binders, and current collectors. The initial 
particle size of the TiC-based CDC is approximately 1–5 µm. Prolonged milling and sieving 
are options for producing micron-sized TiC powders (Dyatkin et al., 2016). Various grinding 
methods exist for carbon materials, such as jet-milling, ball-milling (Dyatkin et al., 2016), 
planetary ball-milling (Lyu et al., 2017), and others.  

Ball-milling is an efficient approach for reducing the particle size of solids to the 
nanoscale and is widely used in large-scale production processes owing to its low cost, 
flexibility, and effectiveness (Lyu et al., 2017). In a planetary mill, the vessels are placed 
on a rotating disk and rotate around their own axes. The size of the vessels is an important 
parameter for the efficiency of the process, as a higher distance allows for a higher kinetic 
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energy and thus stronger impacts (Piras et al., 2019). The ball-milling process and its 
methodology are presented in Figure 4. The conditions of the milling process have a 
significant influence on the surface area and pore structure of the obtained carbon 
material (Welham et al., 2002).  

Figure 8. Principle of the ball-milling method (Lyu et al., 2017). 

1.7.2 Electrospinning of conductive and filler materials 
Electrospun fibres can be functionalized by applying additives and nanosized fillers to the 
electrospinning solution. Solution-based electrospinning is preferred for the electrospinning 
of filler materials because greater amounts of filler can be injected by wet electrospinning 
compared to melt spinning, and dispersion can be achieved in a variety of ways for wet 
processes (Ahn et al., 2020). CNTs are often used as filler materials in PAN-based 
nanofibers (Heikkila & Harlin, 2009; Wan et al., 2007; Ye et al., 2004). Generally, CNTs are 
used as reinforcement components; however, they can also be used to modify the 
electrical properties of the produced nanomaterials (Jeong et al., 2006; Seoul et al., 2003). 

The use of filler materials in the electrospinning solution may influence the fibre-forming 
process. In addition, fillers can act as charge carriers in the electrospinning solution, 
causing an increase in the conductivity of the solution, which in turn increases the charge 
density of the jet and enhances instability during the electrospinning process (Heikkila & 
Harlin, 2009). Overall, the increase in solution conductivity is reflected in two opposite 
ways: first, it can cause an increase in the solution flow rate, which leads to a larger fibre 
diameter; and second, an increase in the net charge density may occur, leading to 
instabilities, enhancing the whipping stability, and decreasing the fibre diameter (Heikkila 
& Harlin, 2009; Qin et al., 2007; Zheng et al., 2014). 

The effects of fillers and additives on fibre properties vary from system to system 
depending on the polymer, solvent, and additive (Heikkila & Harlin, 2009). 

Additionally, carbon black (CB) is used to form conductive nanofibers. CB is a 
polycrystalline material in which spherical carbon particles are obtained by the incomplete 
combustion or pyrolysis of hydrocarbons entangled in grape-like clusters. CB has the 
advantages of high dispersibility, good processability in mixtures, and low cost (Ahn et al., 
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2020; Donnet, 1993). Several studies have focused on the electrospinning of CB fillers 
using different types of polymer matrices; however, produced fibres tend to have poor 
mechanical properties due to fibre agglomerates, even if they exhibit high conductivity. 
Therefore, it is necessary to develop composite nanofibers with high tensile strength and 
high electrical conductivity (Ahn et al., 2020). 

Additionally, CNT and CB filler materials have also been studied using activated carbon 
or graphene particles in the electrospinning solution. Graphene-based electrospun 
nanofibers have enhanced mechanical, electrical, and morphological properties with 
increased diameter and/or porosity. Several studies have demonstrated the successful 
use of graphene and activated carbon as filler materials for nanofibers (Javed et al., 2019; 
Tõnurist et al., 2014).  

1.7.3 Electrospun supercapacitors 
High porosity, low density, and facile incorporation of various components into a single 
nanofiber can be achieved by electrospinning; therefore, it is an attractive means to 
produce nanomaterials with high reproducibility and simplicity for energy storage 
applications (Miao & Liu, 2019, p. 2). The latest developments in electrospun electrodes 
can be categorised into three groups based on their charge-storage mechanism: EDL 
capacitive materials, pseudocapacitive materials, and hybrid materials (Miao & Liu, 2019). 

Carbon nanofibers with good mechanical, thermal, and electrical properties are 
suitable for energy storage applications. In the case of CNTs, the main precursor materials 
are PAN, polyimide (PI), poly(vinylidene fluoride) (PVDF), poly(vinyl alcohol) (PVA), and 
cellulose, which can be converted into carbon nanofibers by carbonisation at high 
temperatures. To enhance their properties for energy storage applications, poly(methyl 
methacrylate) (PMMA) and polystyrene (PS) are used as sacrificial phases and removed 
after heat treatment to increase the surface area of the microporous and mesoporous 
structures of the produced nanofibers (Mao et al., 2013; Miao & Liu, 2019). Additionally, 
other activation processes through various gaseous species, such as carbon dioxide, 
carbon monoxide, and methane, can be carried out during the high-temperature 
carbonisation of carbon nanofibers to enhance their properties. In general, carbon 
nanofibers exhibit a surface area of 1000–2000 m2 g–1 and pore size distribution in the 
range of 2–5 nm, with a gravimetric capacitance of 100–120 F g–1 in organic electrolytes 
(K. Wei & Kim, 2014). 

CNTs are often used to increase specific capacitance and energy. By applying 
mechanical reinforcement materials to carbon nanofiber/CNT composites, the properties 
of such electrode materials become suitable for energy storage applications. Guo et al. 
showed that hybrid carbon nanofibers containing CNTs produced by electrospinning, 
followed by carbonisation and activation using mixed hydrogenperoxide/water steam at 
650 °C, reached a capacitance of up to 310 F g–1 in aqueous 1.0 M H2SO4 electrolyte (Guo 
et al., 2009). Additionally, CNT-activated carbon materials can also be used as filler or 
capacitive components in nanofibers for energy storage applications. However, there are 
only a few studies on the use of activated carbon in combination with electrospun  
fibres. Tõnurist et al. successfully proposed a multistep electrode preparation method by 
electrospinning commercial activated carbon for energy storage applications (Tõnurist  
et al., 2014). 

Composite electrode materials with carbon nanofibers are also composed of 
conductive polymers, of which polyaniline (PANi) is the most promising. However, one of 
the main disadvantages of PANi-based fibres in supercapacitor applications is their poor 
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cyclability, which is generally mitigated by the addition of CNTs, graphene, and carbon 
aerogels to electrode materials (Miao & Liu, 2019). Yan et al. reported a composite 
PANi/carbon nanofiber electrode with a specific capacitance of up to 638 F g–1 in an 
aqueous 1.0 M H2SO4 electrolyte (Yan et al., 2011).  

In addition to carbon composite materials and conductive polymers, electrode 
materials from nanofibers can also be composed of metal oxides containing Ni, Co, Cu, 
and Ag. The capacitance level of metal-doped, nanofiber-based electrode materials can 
reach very high values; for example, that of carbon nanofiber–Co can reach 911 F g–1 in 
aqueous 1.0 M H2SO4 electrolyte. However, such composite electrode materials are 
relatively expensive owing to their large production scale (Miao & Liu, 2019).  

1.8 Electrochemical evaluation methods for supercapacitors 
An electrochemical double-layer is established whenever an ionically conducting phase, 
electrolyte solution, and electronically conducting phase, metal, or carbonaceous surface, 
are brought into contact (Bärtsch et al., n.d.; Ge et al., 2020). To evaluate the performance 
of the solid/electrolyte interface system, three classical electrochemical evaluation 
methods are commonly used: cyclic voltammetry (CV), electrochemical impedance 
spectroscopy (EIS), and galvanostatic cycling (GC).  

CV is a technique that measures the current that develops in an electrochemical cell 
under conditions in which the voltage is in excess of that predicted (Rajendran, 2016). 
The CV method is generally used to investigate the reduction and oxidation processes of 
molecular species. In addition, CV enables the investigation of chemical reactions, which 
includes catalysis (Elgrishi et al., 2018). By applying a constant voltage scan rate dU/dt, an 
ideal capacitor should provide a constant current in the CV (Bärtsch et al., n.d.). 

The output of the electrochemical test method strongly depends on the unit cell 
configuration, which is divided into two categories: three- or two-electrode configurations 
(Stoller & Ruoff, 2010). A three-electrode configuration is commonly used to evaluate the 
performance of an electrode material or electrolyte and consists of a working electrode, 
reference electrode, and counter electrode. It is important to note that in a three-electrode 
configuration, only the working electrode is analysed. In a two-electrode configuration, 
the each electrode is analysed (Stoller & Ruoff, 2010). Examples of CV measurements with 
three- and two-electrode configurations are shown in Figure 9. 

Figure 9. Examples of two- and three- electrode cell configurations: A) current vs. potential and B) 
potential vs. time performance (Shao et al., 2018). 
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EIS is a relatively powerful technique for characterising materials and interfaces and is 
capable of measuring impedance over a wide range of frequencies (between 10–6 Hz and 
109 Hz). EIS helps to determine the electrical properties of heterogeneous systems, such 
as membrane–electrolyte or composite membrane systems. It enables the electrical 
contribution of each sublayer to be estimated separately using impedance plots and 
equivalent circuits as models, where the different parts of the circuit are related to the 
structural transport properties. EIS measurement data are analysed by the complex plane 
method using a Nyquist plot (–Zimg vs Zreal) (Asaka, 1990; Benavente, 2005; Benavente 
et al., 1998). For porous electrode materials, Nyquist plots typically consist of three 
regions: a small, depressed semicircle at higher alternating current (AC) frequencies (RAB); 
a porous region with a nearly –45° slope (RBC); and a double-layer capacitance region with 
a slope of −90° (RC in Figure 10). The semicircle describes the electrolyte resistance, which 
consists of the contact resistance of the carbon/metal collector and the electrolyte 
resistance in the separator. The porous region describes double-layer charging in 
mesopores, and the double-layer region describes the charging of the carbon micropores 
(Mei et al., 2018). An example of a Nyquist plot is shown in Figure 10. 

Figure 10. Nyquist plot of typical EDL device (Mei et al., 2018). 

Galvanostatic cycling is the accepted measurement method for determining the 
capacitance of commercial supercapacitors and is thus more closely related to how 
applications typically apply an electrical load to the supercapacitor. In the GC method, 
after charging the capacitor with a power source, the capacitor is discharged over a known 
resistor or with a power supply, and the evolution of the current and voltage is monitored 
(Bärtsch et al., n.d.; Stoller & Ruoff, 2010). An example of a galvanostatic curve describing 
the dependence of the current and voltage behaviour during cycling is presented in Figure 
11.
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Figure 11. Current and voltage curves of EDL capacitors during constant current charge–discharge. 

1.9 Summary of literature review and aim of the study 

Supercapacitors are energy storage devices with a long cycle life and fast charge–discharge 
capability. Traditional supercapacitor electrodes are fabricated in the form of films, 
activated carbon slurries, or carbon fabrics. In recent years, thin-layered electrodes have 
gained increasing interest and importance. Such materials have profound benefits in 
mechanically demanding applications, such as wearable devices, smart textiles, and space 
applications. Therefore, a targeted balance must be achieved between the mechanical, 
electrical, and electrochemical properties of the electrodes. Existing commercial electrode 
technologies lack compatibility in such applications because of their limited mechanical 
properties and high cost.  

Electrospinning is a powerful method for producing nanofibers with versatile 
properties. The electrospinning process has strong potential not only for lab applications 
but also for larger production scales. Parameters such as solution properties, processing, 
and ambient parameters of electrospinning play a crucial role in achieving a stable and 
uniform fibre-forming process. Various polymers and additives can be used to achieve the 
desired properties of electrospun fibres. PAN is one of the most commonly used polymers 
for electrospinning owing to its versatility. Recently, PAN has gained interest because of 
its potential as a precursor material for the electrospinning of carbon materials for 
applications such as energy storage. For energy storage, one of the most important 
properties is the high surface area of the electrodes used. Carbonaceous additives such as 
CDC, CNTS, and graphene have been used to increase the surface area of electrospun 
fibres. CDC is known for its versatile properties, such as a narrow pore-size distribution 
and high surface area (>1000 m2 g–1). For EDL applications, it is important to match the 
carbon pore size with the ion size of the electrolyte, ensuring access to the carbon surface 
by having a sufficient amount of transport channels, and, with decreasing distance 
between charges, in the double layer. 

The aim of this study was to develop a thin-layered, CDC-based fibrous electrode 
material with the highest possible capacitance and long cycle life suitable for energy 
storage applications, without the use of any destructive post-treatment processes. 
To accomplish this, it was important to determine the balance between the capacitance 
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and the mechanical properties of thin-layered fibrous electrodes. The following objectives 
were set: 

• To develop a new procedure for the preparation of directly electrospun,  
CDC-based fibrous electrodes with improved mechanical properties without 
further processing (etc pyrolysis, carbonization). 

• To determine the optimum electrode composition for achieving a balance 
between the electrochemical and mechanical properties of the nanofiber-based 
electrodes. 

• To determine the influence of aqueous and organic electrolytes on the 
capacitance and ESR of the electrospun fibrous electrodes. 

• To understand the influence of aqueous and organic electrolytes on the power 
and energy densities of the fibrous electrodes. 

 

The following activities were performed to accomplish these objectives:  

• The effects of various ratios of CDC/CB were studied in terms of the 
composition of electrospun fibrous electrodes. 

• The effects of mechanical densification of electrospun fibrous mats were 
studied.  

• The morphology, porosity, and mechanical, thermal, and other properties of 
electrospun fibrous electrodes were studied. 

• The electrochemical performance of fibrous electrodes in aqueous and  
non-aqueous electrolytes was studied in three- and two-electrode 
configurations.  
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2 Experimental section 
This chapter provides an overview of the materials used in the present work, as well as 
the processing and analysis methods applied to evaluate the properties of the CDC-based 
fibrous electrospun electrodes. As previously stated, the main purpose was to develop 
thin-layered, durable, CDC-based composite fibrous electrodes without applying any 
destructive carbonization processes, which change the composition of the fibres or 
diminish their mechanical properties. Various electrode compositions and their 
mechanical properties were studied before the optimum fibre composition was achieved. 
In addition, various electrode–electrolyte combinations were investigated for developing 
a thin-layered, durable EDL. An overview of the materials and methods used in this PhD 
thesis is presented in Table 1.  

Table 1. Materials and methods (used in the work) 

Materials Studied aspects Characterisation 
methods 

Aim of the paper Paper 

Polymer: PAN 
Solvent: DMF 
Additives: CDC, 
CB, EMImBF4

Electrolyte: 
TEMABF4/ACN 

CDC/CB content 
variation, 
densification of 
fibrous electrode 
material 

SEM, N2 -
adsorption, 
BET, mechanical 
testing, CV, EIS 

Development of 
electrospun 
fibrous DC-based 
electrode Pa

pe
r I

Polymer: PAN 
Solvent: DMF 
Additives: CDC, 
CB, EMImBF4

Electrolytes: 
TEMABF4/ACN,  
TEABF4/ACN, 
SBPBF4/ACN, 
EMImBF4/ACN, 
EMImTFSI/ACN 

Physical analysis of 
selected optimal 
electrode material, 
Influence of 
organic 
electrolytes to 
electrochemical 
performance: 
quaternary 
ammonium, ionic 
liquids 

SEM, TGA, N2 
adsorption, BET, 
mechanical 
testing, CV, GC, 
EIS 

Study the effect 
of organic 
electrolytes on 
the 
electrochemical 
performance of 
electrospun 
fibrous CDC-
based electrodes 

Pa
pe

r I
I 

Polymer: PAN 
Solvent: DMF 
Additives: CDC, 
CB, EMImBF4

Electrolytes:  
NaNO3/H2O,  
KNO3/H2O,  
Na2SO4/H2O,  
SBPBF4/ACN, 
EMImTFSI/ACN 

Physical analysis of 
selected optimal 
electrode material, 
Influence of 
aqueous 
electrolytes to 
electrochemical 
performance:  

SEM, 
thermal analysis 
(TGA), N2 
adsorption, BET, 
mechanical 
testing,  
FTIR, CV, GC, EIS 

Study the effect 
of aq.electrolytes 
on the electro-
chemical perfor-
mance of electro-
spun electrodes. 
The cycle-life 
study of electro-
spun EDL capaci-
tors. 

Pa
pe

r I
II 
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2.1 Materials 
Polyacrylonitrile (Sigma Aldrich, Mw = 150 000 g mol–1) was chosen as the polymer and 
dimethylformamide (≥99.9% purity, Sigma Aldrich) as the solvent for the electrospinning 
process. Carbide-derived carbon, synthesised from titanium carbide by Skeleton 
Technologies OÜ, was used as the main EDL capacitive material in electrode formation 
due to its highly porous structure and narrow pore size distribution. For this purpose, 
the TiC precursor was converted to CDC by Cl2 treatment at 900 °C. To remove chlorine 
residues, a hydrogen gas purification step at 800 °C was applied. The specific surface area 
of the synthesised CDC was 1580 m2 g−1, with an initial particle size of 1–5 µm. Carbon 
black (Timcal) was used as a conductive additive to improve the contact between the CDC 
particles. The ionic liquid EMIm-BF4 (≥99.0% purity, Sigma Aldrich) was used to increase 
the conductivity of the electrospinning solution, which is required to achieve a stable 
fibre-forming process during electrospinning.  

2.2 Methods 

2.2.1 Solution and electrode preparation 
Prior to the preparation of the electrospinning solution PAN + CDC/CB + DMF + EMIm-BF4, 
the CDC powder (≈1 – 5 µm) was milled using a planetary ball mill (Retch PM 100) under 
an N2 atmosphere for 1 h. The milling process was applied to reduce the initial particle 
size of the CDC to less than 0.8 µm. 

For electrospinning solution preparation, the dispersion of CB, CDC, and DMF was 
prepared through ultrasonic treatment (Node ultrasonic homogeniser from Bandelin 
Sonoplus, Germany, with a 1 cm diameter nozzle) for 2 h. To avoid overheating of the 
solution, the glass vessel was placed in an ice bath. The weight ratio between CB/CDC was 
varied at 80/20, 85/15, 90/10, and 100/0 in Paper I (for Papers II and III, the ratio between 
CDC/CB was kept constant at 80/20, respectively). Thereafter, 7 wt% of PAN was added 
to the carbon dispersion and dissolved by mechanical stirring for another 24 h at 40 °C. 
The ratio between PAN and carbon was kept constant at 50/50 throughout the study. Prior 
to electrospinning, 15 wt% (by weight of the entire solution) of IL (EMIm-BF4) was added 
to the solution, and additional mechanical stirring (0.5 h) was applied at 40 °C. A schematic 
diagram of the solution preparation is shown in Figure 7. 

Figure 12. Solution preparation process. 
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2.2.2 Electrospinning process 
Electrospinning was carried out using an in-house-built horizontal electrospinning setup 
(see Figure 13) with a cylindrical rotating, grounded drum covered with carbon-precoated 
aluminium foil (Toyal Aluminium K.K). A syringe pump from the New Area Pump System 
was used for continuous solution flow. The solution feed rate was between 0.3 and 
1.5 ml h−1. The choice of the feed rate depended upon the solution viscosity (for Papers II 
and III, the pumping rate was 0.5 ml h–1). The solutions were electrospun in a voltage range 
of 15–18 kV with a distance range of 8–10 cm between the spinneret (needle of the 
syringe) and rotating drum collector. After electrospinning, electrode densification was 
carried out using a hydraulic mechanical press (Scamia) to increase the conductivity of the 
fibrous electrode. 

Figure 13. Electrospinning setup. 

2.2.3 Characterisation of electrospun CDC-based fibrous electrodes 
The morphology of the electrospun CDC-based fibrous electrodes was analysed by 
scanning electron microscopy (SEM; Gemini Zeiss Ultra 55). No conductive coating was 
deposited on the samples.  

The thermal stability of the electrospun fibrous electrodes was evaluated by thermal 
gravimetric analysis (TGA, Labsys Evo TG DTA Omni Star). The fibrous electrode samples 
were torn into small pieces to achieve a uniform sample structure and placed in a crucible. 
Thermal analysis was performed in an artificial air atmosphere (21% O2 and 79% Ar). 
The total gas flow was set to 30 mL h–1. The temperature increase rate was set to 
5 °C min–1, and the sample was heated to 600 °C (see Figure 2 in Paper II). 

The porosities of the carbon constituent and the electrospun fibrous electrodes were 
determined from N2 adsorption at −196 °C using a surface area and porosity analyser 
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(NOVA touch LX2, Quantachrome Instruments). The specific surface area (SBET) of the 
carbon samples was calculated according to the Brunauer–Emmett–Teller theory in 
the P/P0 pressure interval of 0.02–0.2, and the total pore volume (Vtot) was calculated at a 
P/P0 of 0.97. The calculations of the pore size distribution (PSD) were performed using a 
quenched solid density functional theory (QSDFT) and equilibria model for slit-type 
pores. Before measurement, the carbon samples were degassed under vacuum at 300 °C 
for 12 h. In the case of the fibrous electrode materials, the temperature was reduced to 
100 °C. 

The mechanical properties of the fibrous electrodes were tested using an Instron 5866 
tensile-testing machine. For this approach, sample ribbons (five specimens of each 
sample) were cut into rectangular shapes with dimensions 10.0 × 4.5 mm. The strength of 
the electrospun CDC-based electrodes was evaluated based on the specific stress at 
maximum load. To calculate the specific stress, the density ρ of each specimen was 
calculated according to Equation (3): 

ρ =  𝑚𝑚
 𝑉𝑉

, (3) 
 

where m is the weight of the electrode, and V is the volume of the electrode. 
 
Thereafter, the specific stress σsp was calculated using Equation (4): 
 

𝜎𝜎𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠 = 𝐹𝐹
𝐴𝐴
1
𝜌𝜌

 , (4) 

 
where F is the force, and A is the width of the sample (Ko and Wan, 2014). 
 

The interactions within the polymer and electrolyte in fibrous mats treated with several 
aqueous electrolytes were analysed by Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR; 
Interspec 200-X). To evaluate the influence of the electrolytes on the intermolecular 
interactions in the PAN/DMF fibres, the specimens were submerged in the electrolyte for 
48 h. The treated specimens were then washed several times with distilled water to 
remove the electrolyte salt residues. The specimens were dried under vacuum at 95 °C for 
24 h to remove the water. 

2.2.4 Electrochemical evaluation 
In the present study, three-electrode (asymmetric) and two-electrode (symmetric) test 
cells were used to analyse the EDL properties of the studied materials. In the case of  
three-electrode cells, a counter electrode (CE) with a diameter of 15 mm was constructed 
from a high-surface-area carbon film attached to an aluminium (used with organic 
electrolytes) or gold collector (used with aqueous electrolytes). Reference electrodes (Ref) 
were selected according to the type of electrolyte: the organic electrolyte had a carbon 
reference, and the aqueous solution had a AgǀAgCl reference. A working electrode (WE) 
with a diameter of 6 mm was used as the fibrous electrospun CDC-based electrode with 
an average coat weight 1.86 g m–2. The WE and CE were interleaved using a 1 mm thick 
glass fibre separator membrane (Whatman). For the two-electrode configuration, two 
symmetrical electrodes (15 mm diameter) separated by a cellulose separator (Nippon 
Kodoshi) were used. Prior to the assembly of both types of electrochemical test cells, 
electrodes were dried at 100 °C for 24 h under vacuum (≈1 mbar) to remove moisture and 
obtain the dry weight of the electrode material. After assembly, the cells were vacuumed 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0304388619302360#fd2
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and filled with non-aqueous electrolyte (further details can be found in Papers I and II) or 
with aqueous electrolytes (Paper III).  

Cyclic voltammetry, galvanostatic cycling, and electrochemical impedance spectroscopy 
tests were performed to evaluate the electrochemical performance of the electrospun 
CDC-based fibrous electrodes. Electrochemical measurements were carried out at room 
temperature using a VMP3 (BioLogic Science Instruments; Paper I) and Gamry Interface 
1010 E equipment (Papers II and III). 

The differential capacitance (C) was calculated from the CV measurements according 
to Equation (5): 

 

𝐶𝐶 𝐶𝐶𝑉𝑉(𝐶𝐶𝑖𝑖+;𝐶𝐶𝑖𝑖−) =  𝑖𝑖 �𝑖𝑖
+; 𝑖𝑖−�
𝑣𝑣

, (5) 
 

where 𝐶𝐶𝑖𝑖+ is the positively charged electrode capacitance; 𝐶𝐶𝑖𝑖− is the negatively charged 
electrode capacitance; i is the current, read at fixed electrode potentials; and v is the 
applied voltage scan rate. All current values were obtained from the third CV discharge 
cycle.  

The integrated capacitance (CGC) of the electrodes was calculated by performing 
constant current experiments according to Equation (6) (Conway, 1999; Stojanovska et al., 
2019): 

𝐶𝐶𝐺𝐺𝐶𝐶  (𝐶𝐶𝑖𝑖+;𝐶𝐶𝑖𝑖−) = ∫ 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝑡𝑡
𝛥𝛥𝐸𝐸

0 
𝐸𝐸𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚𝑚

, (6)                                         

where I is the current, dt is the discharge time, and ΔE is the potential range of the 
positively or negatively charged electrodes. To calculate the specific capacitance (in F g–1 
or F cm3) of the CDC and electrode, Equation (7) was used:  
 

𝐶𝐶𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑖𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑖𝑠𝑠 = 𝐶𝐶𝐺𝐺𝐺𝐺 ;  𝐶𝐶𝐺𝐺𝐶𝐶
𝑚𝑚; (𝑉𝑉)

, (7) 

 
where m is the weight of the carbon in electrode, and V is the volume of the electrode. 
 

The resistance and ESR were evaluated using the EIS method. EIS spectra were 
measured in the various AC frequency ranges at the amplitude of the sinusoidal voltage 
of 5 mV (details can be found in Papers II and III). The total impedance (Z) of the RC circuits 
is described by Equation (8): 

𝑍𝑍 =  𝑍𝑍’ + 𝑍𝑍’’ =  𝑅𝑅 +  1
𝑗𝑗𝑗𝑗𝐶𝐶𝑠𝑠

 , (8) 

where Z’ is the real impedance, Z’ is the imaginary impedance, 𝑗𝑗 is the imaginary number 
√−1, ω is the angular frequency ω=2πf, and Cs is the series capacitance. 

Rs values were determined by frequency response analysis and were equal to the real 
impedance (see Equation (9)). 

Rs = Z´, (9) 

The series capacitance (CS) values from EIS were calculated according to Equation (10) 
(Torop et al., 2011). 

𝐶𝐶𝑠𝑠 = −1/𝑍𝑍"
𝑗𝑗

, (10). 
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3 Results and discussion 
3.1 Development of electrospun fibrous electrode 
The electrospun fibrous CDC-based electrodes were optimised in Paper I. Mechanical 
densification was applied to improve the contact between each fibre in the electrospun 
electrode because the fibres tend to accumulate in relatively fluffy stacks on the collector 
during the electrospinning process. The hypothesis was that by decreasing the physical 
free space between fibres, the conductivity of the fibrous electrode will improve, thereby 
decreasing the resistance and increasing the capacitance. The basis for the high 
conductivity and capacitance of the electrode material is the good electrical contact 
between the carbon particles. Conductive additives and calendaring processes are also 
commonly used in conventional supercapacitor electrodes (Mitchell et al., 2013). A study 
on the densification pressure and temperature was carried out to clarify the influence of 
densification on the electrochemical performance of the fibrous supercapacitor electrodes. 
To analyse the effect of various densification parameters on the electrochemical 
performance of the fibrous electrodes, symmetrical test cells were assembled using a  
1.8 M TEMA-BF4/ACN electrolyte solution. CV and EIS measurements were performed to 
evaluate the capacitance and resistance values. The electrochemical characteristics 
obtained from the densification pressure and temperature studies are presented in Table 2.  

 
Table 2. Electrochemical characteristics of densification studies (two-electrode measurements). 
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85/15 

0 

25 

 0.31 11.3 18.5 7.5 
0.6  0.61 84.3 16.8 55.7 
1.2  0.65 93.5 7.3 61.8 

2.5  0.70 100.6 8.8 66.6 

80/20 2.5 

25  0.76 95.3 5.2 63.0 

75  0.84 114.0 2.4 74.0 
95  0.92 111.9 2.5 75.4 

125  0.94 89.4 5.4 59.1 
80/20 

2.5 75 

30 0.84 114.0 2.4 74.0 
85/15 16 0.70 98.6 4.7 65.2 
90/10 10  73.0 4.8 48.3 
100/0 10  46.5 17.0 30.7 
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The investigation of densification pressure showed a significant increase in the specific 
capacitance of the fibrous-electrode-based symmetric test cells. By increasing the pressure 
up to 2.5 MPa, the specific capacitance increased by nine fold. At the same time, 
the resistance value of the fibrous electrodes decreased by approximately 50% compared 
to the non-densified electrodes. In addition, by increasing the densification pressure to 
2.5 MPa, a capacitance comparable to that of commercial carbon-based electrodes was 
achieved. 

Furthermore, to study the effect of the densification temperature on the electrochemical 
performance, electrodes were densified at a constant pressure of 2.5 MPa in the 
temperature range of 25–125°C. Based on the electrochemical evaluation, a maximum 
specific capacitance of 114 F g–1 was achieved at a densification temperature of 75 °C; 
thereafter, a capacitance drop was observed. This is in good correlation with the fibre 
morphology influenced by the densification temperature, as observed by SEM 
(see Figure 14). The fibrous structure of the electrospun electrodes remained at a 
densification temperature of 75 °C (see Figure 14A–D). By increasing the temperature to 
95 °C, which is close to the glass transition temperature of PAN (100 °C) (Bashir & Nagar, 
n.d.), the fibres are partly melted together (see Figure 14E–F). The fibres were melted or
destroyed when the glass transition temperature was exceeded, as can be seen in Figure
14G–H and Figure 2, Paper I. Damage to the fibre structure leads to insufficient electrical
double-layer performance due to the higher electrical resistance (see Figure 6A, Paper I).
The increase in resistance was due to partial bond breakage of the fibres, excessive
compaction of the electrode material, and a significant reduction in voids between fibres
(reduced electrode porosity), which results in the inhibition of the diffusion of electrolyte
ions.

A) B) 

C) D) 
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E) F) 

G) H) 

Figure 14. SEM analysis of electrospun samples with two different magnifications and densification 
temperatures: A,B) 25 °C; C,D) 75 °C; E,F) 95 °C; and G,H) 125 °C. 

The observations made by SEM analysis are also supported by the mechanical 
properties of the obtained fibres. One of the main advantages of the fibrous structure of 
the studied CDC-based electrospun electrodes is their flexibility and mechanical durability 
over conventional roll-pressed or casted electrodes. Similar to the morphological analysis, 
it was indicated that by increasing the densification temperature close to the glass 
transition temperature of PAN, the specific stress of the fibres significantly decreases (see 
Figure 3, Paper I). Therefore, the optimum parameters (i.e., those that do not significantly 
affect mechanical properties of the fibres) were a densification pressure of 2.5 MPa and 
temperature of 75 °C.  

The important parameters for supercapacitors are the electrode conductivity and 
capacitance. Optimisation of the CDC as the active material and CB as the conductive 
additive was carried out as discussed in Paper I. For this study, four different weight ratios 
of CDC and CB were tested: 80/20, 85/15, 90/10, and 100/0, respectively. The hypothesis 
was that by increasing the CDC content in the fibrous electrodes, the adsorption surface 
of the electrolyte ions increases, and thus also the EDL capacitance. To characterise the 
prepared electrode samples with various CDC and CB ratios, the optimum densification 
pressure (2.5 MPa) and temperature (75 °C) were applied. The characteristics of the tested 
electrode samples are listed in Table 2. The highest specific capacitance of 114 F g–1 and 
lowest resistance of 2.4 Ω cm2 were achieved with a CDC/CB ratio of 80/20. The resistance 
of the material started to increase, and the capacitance began to decrease when the CDC 
content was increased to over 80%, owing to the lack of a conductive additive that 
connects the larger CDC particles. Conductive additive bridges are needed to improve the 
electrical contacts between high-surface-area CDC particles, which also ensures EDL 
capacitance. This phenomenon can also be seen in the decrease of material conductivity 
values with decreasing conductive additive content; the conductivity of the electrospun 
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fibrous electrode is also decreased. However, because the surface area of the CDC is 
multiple times higher than that of CB (SBET for CDC is ≈1640 m2 g–1 and 63 m2 g–1 for CB), 
the specific capacitance starts decreasing again upon decreasing the CDC content of the 
electrode to below 80%. With a CB/CDC ratio of 60/40, the specific capacitance reached 
only 5.5 F g–1. Therefore, the optimum CDC/CB ratio for fibrous supercapacitor electrodes 
was selected as 80/20. 

Because one of the advantages of supercapacitors is the wide operating temperature 
range, the thermal properties of the fibrous electrode produced by the optimum 
parameters (i.e., CDC/CB ratio of 80/20) were investigated by thermal gravimetric analysis 
(TGA). TGA identified three main stages of weight loss, as presented in Table 3 and Figure 
2 of Paper II. The first component of the electrospun CDC-based fibrous electrode, which 
starts to decompose, is the polymer. The mass loss of the polymer occurs between 247 
and 317 °C with an early shoulder at 290 °C. This temperature range refers to several 
parallel or competing reaction kinetics. In the next mass-loss stage, when the temperature 
is between and 318–442 °C, IL EMIm-BF4 degrades. In the last stage, at temperatures 
above 600 °C, decomposition of the carbon materials occurs.  

 
Table 3. Decomposition characteristics of fibrous electrospun electrode. 

  

Degradation 
Temperature Average mass loss* 

Temperature 
(from the 
literature) 

Reference °C % °C 

PAN 247–317 5.6 260 (Salles et al., 2010) 

EMIm-BF4 318–442 25 333–445 (Hao & Lin, 2013) 
CDC+CB 600 72 ≈600 (Sarfraz et al., 2020) 

*Mass loss in the degradation temperature range 
 

3.2  Stability study of fibrous CDC-based electrodes in various 
electrolytes 

3.2.1 Electrochemical stability study of aqueous electrolytes  
The electrochemical stability of electrospun fibrous electrodes was tested in three 
different 1.0 M aqueous electrolytes: Na2SO4-H2O, NaNO3-H2O, and KNO3-H2O with 
asymmetric test-cell configuration vs AgǀAgCl reference electrode. The characteristics of 
the anions and cations of the electrolytes are listed in Table 4, and their conductivity and 
pH are listed in Table 2 of Paper III. The potential stability of the fibrous electrodes was 
tested using the CV method with a potential scan rate of 5 mV s–1. The measured cyclic 
voltammograms are shown in Figure 15.  
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Table 4. Characteristics of anions and cations of aqueous electrolytes (Israelachvili, 2011; Pal et al., 
2019). 

The electrochemical potential stability of the fibrous electrodes was observed by 
replacing the Na+ cation with K+ and the SO42– anion with NO3–. With aqueous electrolytes, 
hydrogen reduction and water oxidation reactions are well-known processes that take 
place on the negative or positive electrode potential limits, respectively. The previously 
mentioned processes are more pronounced with sodium-based electrolytes than with 

Ca
tio

n 

Io
ni

c 
ra

di
i, 

Å 

So
lv

at
ed

 io
ni

c 
ra

di
i, 

Å 

An
io

n 

Io
ni

c 
ra

di
i, 

Å 

So
lv

at
ed

 io
ni

c 
ra

di
i, 

Å 

Structural formula 

Na+ 0.95 3.59 SO42– 2.42 3.79 

Na+ 0.95 3.59 NO3– 1.89 3.4 

K+ 1.33 3.34 NO3– 1.89 3.4 

Figure 15. Cyclic voltammograms of measured aqueous electrolytes with fibrous electrodes. 
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potassium-based electrolytes, where the potential limits have not yet been achieved. With 
replacement of K+ with Na+, an exponential current increase at negative electrode potentials 
was observed, indicating parallel hydrogen and sodium adsorption processes, while no 
exponential increase in current was observed with replacement of SO42– with NO3–.  

Higher current density values were achieved with sodium-based electrolytes at negative 
electrode potentials compared to potassium-based electrolytes. The achieved current 
density difference can be explained by the approximately 30% smaller dehydrated ion size 
of sodium ions compared to potassium ions. It should be noted that the difference in ion 
sizes is smaller in the case of hydrate ions; however, it must be taken into account that 
ions move and may be adsorbed in hydrated or partially hydrated form (Ghrib, 2018). 
Surprisingly, with positive electrode potentials, no difference in the current response was 
observed between sulphate and nitrate anions despite the difference in ion sizes.  

Furthermore, to analyse the stability of the fibrous electrode in aqueous electrolytes, 
FTIR analysis was performed on electrode samples treated with the same aqueous 
electrolyte solutions studied in the electrochemical analysis (ATR measurements with 
diamond crystal peaks in the 2300 – 1900 1cm-1 region). To understand the intermolecular 
interactions within the nanofibrous electrodes, the samples were soaked in the studied 
aqueous electrolytes. Sample preparation is described in detail in Paper III. The IR 
absorption spectra comparison between the treated and non-treated electrode samples 
is presented in Figure 16.  
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Figure 16. IR absorption spectrum: A) PAN fibre and B) PAN fibres soaked in aqueous electrolytes 
Na2SO4-H2O, NaNO3-H2O, and KNO3-H2O. 

The reference data in Figure 16A show the main peaks of the pure electrospun PAN 
fibres. The strong adsorption peak at 2245 cm–1 corresponds to the nitrile group, CΞN. 
Furthermore, three band groups attributed to main chain are located at 1245 cm–1 (C–C 
stretching vibrations), 2936/1360 cm–1 (C–H symmetric stretch) and at 1450/1071 cm–1

(in-plane and out-of-plane bending, respectively) (Conley & Bieron, 1963; Lee et al., 2012; 
J. Li et al., 2013). When the PAN fibres were exposed to various aqueous electrolytes,
there were no evident changes in the main peak intensities or areas, indicating a stable
electrode material (see Figure 16B). However, in the IR spectra of the treated fibre
samples, peaks corresponding to the anions of the used electrolytes were observed due
to strong salt anion adsorption to the fibre surface. As in the case of nitrate-based
electrolyte fibre samples, peaks indicating asymmetric and symmetric stretching of the
NO3– group were evident at 1356 cm–1 and 835 cm–1, respectively (Lee et al., 2012). With
sulphate-based electrolyte fibre samples, asymmetric stretching of SO42– anions was
observed at 1123 cm–1 and 615 cm–1 (Surianarayanan et al., 1998). A more detailed
analysis of the FTIR spectra can be found in Paper III.

3.2.2  Electrochemical stability of organic electrolytes 
The electrochemical stability of electrospun fibrous electrodes was tested in two 
quaternary-ammonium-based and two IL-based electrolytes: 1.5 M spiro-(1,10)-
bipyrrolidinium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile (SBP-BF4/ACN) and 1.8M triethylmethyl-
ammonium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile (TEMA-BF4/ACN) were selected as 
quaternary ammonium-based electrolytes; and 1.5 M 1-ethyl-3-
methylimidazoliumbis(trifluoromethylsulphonyl)imide in acetonitrile (EMIm-TFSI/ACN) 
and 1.5 M 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile (EMIm-BF4/ACN) 
were selected as IL-based electrolytes. All four electrolytes were tested with an asymmetric 
test cell configuration versus a carbon reference electrode. The characteristics of the anions 
and cations in the electrolytes are listed in Table 5. The electrochemical potential stability 
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of the fibrous electrodes in organic electrolytes was tested using the CV method with a 
potential scan rate of 1 mV s–1. The positive and negative potential limits were evaluated 
according to the methods described by Xu (Xu, 1999) and Weingarth (Weingarth et al. 
(2013). The measured cyclic voltammograms are shown in Fig. 17.  

At negative electrode potentials, where cation adsorption occurs, wider potential limits 
and higher Coulombic efficiencies are observed for both organic and IL-based electrolytes. 
The widest potential window of 3 V was achieved with fibrous electrodes in SBP-BF4/ACN 
electrolyte, where the negative and positive potential limit were determined at –1.7 V and 
1.3 V (vs Ref), respectively. A lower electrochemical stability was observed with the 
TEMA-BF4/ACN electrolyte, in which a Columbic efficiency of <90% was recorded with 
both positive and negative electrode potentials. This surprisingly low efficiency can be 
explained by exceeding the EDL limits of the electrode potentials of such systems when 
recording voltammograms. Therefore, possible side reactions upon the adsorption of ions 
into the carbon pores were also included.  

As expected, IL-based electrolytes have a wider potential window compared to 
quaternary-ammonium-based electrolytes. In general, the widest potential window of 
3.5 V was achieved using the EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte with negative and positive 
electrode potential limits of up to –2 V and +1.5 V (vs Ref), respectively, without a 
rapid decrease in Columbic efficiency. For the negative electrode potentials of the 
EMIm-BF4/ACN, an exponential increase in current was observed already at –1.6 V with 
an additional reproducible peak at –0.5 V. The appearance of such an extra peak in the 
EDL region indicates the formation of surface functional groups on the carbon electrode 
surface. Furthermore, the formation of surface functional groups on the carbon surface 
can block the carbon pores, resulting in insufficient adsorption of electrolyte ions and 
lower electrochemical stability. This can lead to a decrease in the capacitance because 
electrolyte adsorption can occur not only in the case of solvated ions, but also in a partially 
or entirely solvated state, which doubles the size of the electrolyte ion in acetonitrile 
solution (see Table 5). The solvated electrolyte ion includes salt ions as well as the solvent 
interface (Ghrib, 2018).  
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Table 5. Characteristics of anions and cations of organic electrolytes. 

Figure 17. Cyclic voltammograms of measured organic electrolytes with fibrous electrodes. 

3.2.3 Electrochemical characteristics of various electrolytes 
The EDL capacitance values of fibrous-CDC-based electrode materials in aqueous and 
organic electrolytes were evaluated using the galvanostatic cycling method. The potential 
limits for organic and aqueous electrolytes were selected based on the potential stability 
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SBP+ 4.20 8.40 BF4– 4.6 11.6 

TEMA+ 3.27 6.54 BF4– 4.6 11.6 

EMIm+ 3.26 6.52 TFSI– 2.27 4.54 

EMIm+ 3.26 6.52 BF4– 4.6 11.6 
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limits determined by the CV method. Therefore, for aqueous electrolytes, the potential 
limits for positively and negatively charged electrodes were selected as +0.6 V and –0.6 V 
(vs Ref), respectively. For the organic electrolytes, the limits for positively and negatively 
charged electrodes were set higher, at +1.2 V and –1.2 V (vs Ref), respectively, due to the 
wider potential stability, as shown in Figure 17. As mentioned earlier, the narrower 
potential stability of aqueous electrolytes is caused by water decomposition (Béguin et al., 
2014). The current density for both types of electrolytes was selected as 0.5 mA cm–2. 
The characteristics obtained from the comparison between aqueous and organic 
electrolytes are presented in Table 6.  

Table 6. Comparison of electrochemical characteristics of tested aqueous and organic electrolytes 
in asymmetric cells. 
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M V C, mF C, mF cm–2 F g–1 C, mF C, mF cm–2 F g–1 

Na+ NO3– H2O 1 

0..0.6 

21.0 9.3 182.8 33.9 15.0 295.1 

Na+ SO42– H2O 1 34.2 15.1 135.0 42.0 18.6 166.2 

K+ NO3– H2O 1 29.0 12.8 157.7 38.7 17.1 210.2 

TEMA+ BF4– ACN 1.8 

0..1.2 

6.4 5.7 70.8 5.3 6.9 55.8 

SBP+ BF4– ACN 1.5 16.3 14.4 80.4 19.7 17.5 95.3 

EMIm+ BF4– ACN 1.5 27.4 24.2 105.6 19.7 17.5 76.2 

EMIm+ TFSI– ACN 1.5 23.3 20.6 89.8 23.3 20.6 89.8 

In all three aqueous electrolyte combinations, it was clear from the CVs that a higher 
capacitance was reached with the negatively charged electrode. The nitrate-based 
electrolytes (i.e., NaNO3-H2O and KNO3-H2O) exhibited remarkably high capacitances on 
the positively (183 F g–1 for NaNO3-H2O and 157 F g–1 for KNO3-H2O) and negatively 
charged (295 F g–1 for NaNO3-H2O and 210 F g–1 for KNO3-H2O) electrodes. To the best of 
our knowledge, such high capacitances have previously been achieved in the case of acidic 
or alkaline electrolytes, but not with neutral, salt-based aqueous electrolytes in 
combination with fibrous electrodes.  

Although the quaternary-ammonium-salt- and IL-based electrolytes have somewhat 
lower capacitances than the aqueous solutions, they exhibit significantly higher energy 
densities. This observation can be explained by the potential doubling owing to wider 
electrode potential limits because energy density is not only dependent on the 
capacitance but also significantly on the applied voltage (U2), as shown in Equation 1.  

Compared to quaternary-ammonium-based electrolytes, ILs are known to have lower 
conductivity but somewhat higher capacitance, as measured for porous carbon electrodes 
(Pohlmann, n.d.). A similar effect was observed with the fibrous electrodes. As with 
IL-based electrolytes, the highest capacitance of 105.6 F g–1 was achieved with the 
EMIm-BF4/ACN electrolyte for the positively charged electrode; however, a significantly 
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lower capacitance of 76.2 F g–1 was achieved on the negatively charged electrode. 
In a symmetrical cell configuration, it is known that the lower-capacitance electrode from 
asymmetric cell performance will also be a limiting factor for full-cell performance. A more 
stable system was established with the EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte, as shown in the cyclic 
voltammograms (Figure 17). A uniform capacitance level of 89.8 F g–1 was achieved for 
the positively and negatively charged electrodes with the EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte.  

The resistance behaviour of all three electrolyte types in the asymmetric test-cell 
configuration was evaluated by electrochemical impedance spectroscopy in the AC 
frequency range of 200 kHz to 5 mHz, at a fixed electrode potential. For the aqueous 
electrolytes, the electrode potential was chosen to be 0 V vs AgǀAgCl reference, and with 
organic electrolytes, –0.5 V vs carbon reference. The obtained Nyquist plots are shown in 
Figure 18. 

Figure 18. Nyquist plot for the electrolyte–carbon interface. 

The performance that most closely resembled that of the EDL fibrous electrodes was 
achieved using aqueous electrolytes, where a near-vertical line was reached in the 
low-frequency area. The highest charge-transfer resistance was observed for both IL-based 
electrolytes in the high-frequency region. The reason for such a high charge-transfer 
resistance can be explained by the impedance of the interface at the current 
collector/active material or mass transfer resistance inside the porous electrode fibres at 
high frequencies. In general, the lowest resistance was observed for aqueous electrolytes 
and the highest for organic-IL-based electrolytes. This phenomenon can be explained by 
the higher viscosity and lower conductivity of IL-based electrolytes compared to those of 
aqueous and quaternary-ammonium-based electrolytes. A more detailed impedance 
analysis can be found in Papers II and III.  
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3.3 Electrochemical evaluation of symmetrical cells 

3.3.1  Electrochemical specification of symmetrical cells 
A two-electrode test-cell configuration was used to analyse the symmetrical full device of 
the fibrous electrodes. This configuration of the test cell provides the closest performance 
to the actual prototype cells. Electrolyte selection was based on the results of asymmetric 
configuration analysis. The best electrolyte candidates were selected from aqueous, 
organic, and IL-based electrolytes. The energy and power of the fibrous CDC-based 
materials were analysed for each electrolyte type. The specific capacitance and resistance 
of the symmetrical cells were evaluated by CV and EIS, respectively. The electrochemical 
performances of NaNO3-H2O, SBP-BF4/ACN, and EMIm-TFSI/ACN in the two-electrode 
configurations are listed in Table 7.  

Table 7. Electrochemical performances of symmetrical cells. 
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M V F g–1 F g–1 Ω cm2 J g–1 W g–1 
NaNO3/H2O 1.0 0–1.0 127 29.4 7.1 13.3 0.27 

SBP-BF4/ACN 1.5 0–2.3 110 26.5 9.0 72.9 0.63 
EMIm-TFSI/ACN 1.5 0–2.3 105 25.3 92.6 69.2 0.60 

*Calculated from CV plots at 20 mV s–1

As shown in Table 7, the highest specific capacitance of 127 F g–1 and the lowest specific 
resistance of 7.1 Ω cm2 was achieved with 1.0 M aqueous NaNO3/H2O electrolyte solution. 
Compared to the studied organic and IL-based electrolytes, NaNO3 also has the smallest 
solvated anion and cation sizes, which enables and supports better ion absorption of the 
fibrous electrode into CDC nanopores. In general, the specific capacitance increases in the 
following order: SBP-BF4 < EMIm-TFSI < NaNO3, which correlates well with the size of the 
solvated ions in the electrolytes.  

To characterise and compare energy storage devices with different properties, the 
relationship between the energy and power density is presented through the Ragone plot 
(see Figure 19), and the respective values were calculated according to Equations 1 and 2. 
The operating voltages for aqueous and organic electrolytes were chosen to be 1 V and 
2.3 V, respectively. The higher operating voltage of the 1.0 M SBP-BF4/ACN electrolyte has 
5.5 times the energy density and 2.3 times the power density of lower-operating-voltage 
supercapacitors. This can be clearly seen in the Ragone plot in Figure 19. Therefore, 
increasing the operating voltage is preferred for energy storage applications. The energy 
and power performances of CDC-based electrospun electrodes were significantly 
improved by using non-aqueous electrolytes.  
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Figure 19. Ragone plot of fibrous symmetrical cells in various electrolytes. 

3.3.2 Lifetime analysis of symmetrical EDL cells 
The estimation of the ageing of energy storage systems is an important parameter to 
assess when researching new materials. The growing demand for ageing information 
stems from an application perspective, as the lifespan of a supercapacitor should be 
relatively long—for cars, for example. The lifetime expectancy of energy storage systems 
is approximately 5000 h, corresponding to 750 000 starting/braking cycles (Hammar et al., 
2011). The lifespan of supercapacitors can be evaluated using two different methodologies: 
accelerated lifetime by means of a constant voltage hold or by charge–discharge cycling. 
The end of life (EOL) criteria are the same for both methods; the EOL is reached when a 
capacitance decrease of 20% or resistance increase of 100% from the initial values 
(Murray & Hayes, 2015). In the present study, the charge–discharge cycle method of 
fibrous electrodes was applied to different electrolyte systems. The applied cycling 
voltage range was chosen to be 0–1 V for aqueous electrolytes and 0–2.3 V for organic 
electrolytes; a CV voltage scan rate of 20 mV s–1 was used. For the intermediate 
specification, the capacitance values were calculated by CV and resistance values by the 
EIS method. The cycle-life performances of the selected electrolytes are presented in 
Figure 20A, B.  

The change in capacitance over the cycles is shown in Figure 20A. The most stable 
cycle life was achieved with a quaternary-ammonium-salt-based organic electrolyte 
(SBP-BF4/ACN), where only a 2% loss of capacitance was observed for the first 1000 cycles. 
However, with the IL-based electrolyte, 1.5 M EMIm-TFSI/ACN, an exponential decrease 
in capacitance was observed during the first 800 cycles. Such a rapid capacitance decrease 
at the beginning of the cycling may be due to the relatively high viscosity of the IL-based 
electrolyte and the relatively high voltage-scanning rate of 20 mV s–1 used to support 
inefficient ion transfer and adsorption of electrolyte ions to carbon pores (Balbuena, 
2014). The resistance and capacitance of the H2O based KNO3 capacitor were almost 
constant over the cycles. 
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Figure 20. Cycle-life performance of 1.0 M NaNO3/H2O, 1.5 M SBP-BF4/ACN, and 1.5 M EMIm-
TFSI/ACN: A) capacitance change during cycling and B) resistance change during cycling. 
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Conclusions 
The aim of this study was to develop a new approach for preparing electrospun 
carbonaceous electrodes for supercapacitors. For this purpose, optimal combinations of 
CDC and conductive additives were used. The influence of densification temperature and 
pressure on the mechanical, morphological, and electrochemical properties was studied. 
Electrochemical evaluation was carried out with aqueous and non-aqueous electrolytes 
to achieve the highest possible capacitance. The characteristics of the electrospun 
CDC-based fibrous electrodes were analysed using SEM, BET, and mechanical and thermal
testing. For evaluating the electrochemical properties, the three most common
techniques were used (CV, GC, and EIS). Based on the study, the following conclusions can
be drawn:

1. A novel approach for preparing fibrous electrodes for supercapacitors without
post-carbonization was introduced, where CDC was the main capacitive material
and CB a conductive additive in electrospun fibres of PAN in DMF solution.
The highest specific capacitance of 114 F g–1 with acceptable mechanical
properties was achieved with a CDC to CB ratio of 80/20.

2. According to the current research, the densification temperature and pressure had 
a remarkable influence on the mechanical, morphological, and electrochemical
properties of fibrous CDC-based electrode materials. The optimal densification
parameters were achieved with a pressure of 2.5 MPa and temperature of 75 °C.
These parameters were not found to have a negative influence on the structure
and morphology of CDC-based fibrous electrodes; however, the capacitance was 
increased approximately 9-fold compared to the electrode samples for which
densification was not applied. Overall, the specific stress for the fibrous
electrodes was approximately 20-fold higher than that of the roll-cast electrode.

3. The CDC-based fibrous electrodes tested in aqueous electrolytes showed highest
capacitances of 182.8 F g–1 and 295.1 F g–1 for positively and negatively charged
potentials, respectively, in a 1.0 NaNO3/H2O electrolyte. This is the highest
specific capacitance achieved with fibrous electrodes in neutral aqueous
electrolytes, to our knowledge.

4. CDC-based fibrous electrodes tested in organic electrolytes showed a highest
capacitance of 89.9 F g–1 for positively and negatively charge electrodes and a
potential window of 3.5 V in 1.5 M EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte.

5. Electrolyte studies with symmetrical test-cell configuration revealed a highest
energy density 72.9 J g–1 and power density of 0.63 W g–1 with 1.5 M SBP-BF4/ACN
electrolyte. Furthermore, no remarkable loss in cycle stability was observed with
the same electrolyte. Previous studies indicated that fibrous electrodes are
suitable for high energy density and for mechanically demanding applications.

The results of the current study pave the way for further improvement of the properties 
of fibrous composite electrodes for energy storage applications. There is a need to explore 
methods that decrease the polymer content of CDC-based fibrous electrodes and increase 
the specific capacitance of the elements. Furthermore, it is necessary to find opportunities 
to increase the power density of CDC-based fibrous electrodes containing supercapacitor 
elements.  
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Abstract 
Development of electrospun nanostructured electrochemical 
double-layer capacitor electrodes 
The main aim of this study was to develop carbide-derived carbon (CDC) containing 
fibrous, electrospun, thin-layered composite electrodes for supercapacitors. Fibrous 
electrospun electrodes for energy storage applications have a major benefit in terms of 
their strong mechanical properties and lower thickness compared to powder-based, 
pressure-rolled, or slurry-cast electrodes used in most commercially available 
supercapacitors. Several studies have been carried out with fibrous materials of different 
carbon allotropes and applying high-temperature post-treatment processes, but not 
with directly electrospun CDC materials without using any expensive or destructive 
post-treatment processes. Furthermore, the effect of various aqueous and organic 
electrolytes on the electrochemical performance of fibrous electrodes has not been 
fully assessed. To fill this gap, the effect of various electrolytes on the electrochemical 
performance of fibrous electrospun supercapacitor electrodes was investigated.  

To optimise the CDC-based fibrous electrospun electrodes, various electrode 
compositions were studied in order to achieve the highest possible double-layer 
capacitance. A PAN solution in dimethylformamide (DMF) was electrospun with various 
ratios of CDC and carbon black (CB). Ionic liquid (IL) 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium 
tetrafluoroborate (EMIm-BF4) was added at 10 wt%. The influence of densification 
pressure and temperature on the mechanical and electrochemical properties of 
electrospun electrodes was determined. The highest specific capacitance of 114 F g–1 was 
achieved with a CDC/CB ratio of 80/20 by applying a densification pressure of 2.5 MPa at 
75 °C. 

Tensile tests and scanning electron microscopy were used to characterise the 
mechanical and morphological properties of the fibrous, CDC-based, thin-layered 
electrodes. According to the present research, the mechanical and morphological 
properties of fibrous electrodes are strongly dependent on the applied densification 
pressure and temperature. The highest specific stress of 3.12 × 10−4 NTEX−1 was obtained 
when sample heating was omitted during the densification process. Compared to the 
classical cast porous carbon electrode, the specific stress was approximately 20-fold 
higher in the case of electrospun fibrous CDC-based electrodes.  

The effect of various electrolytes on the electrochemical performance of electrospun 
fibrous electrodes was analysed in aqueous, organic, and IL-based electrolytes. For this 
purpose, three different aqueous electrolytes (1.0M sodium nitrate (NaNO3/H2O), 1.0M 
potassium nitrate (KNO3/H2O), and 1.0M sodium sulphate (Na2SO4/H2O)), two organic 
electrolytes (1.5M spiro-(1,1)-bipyrrolidinium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile 
(SBP-BF4/ACN) and 1.8M triethylmethyl-ammonium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile 
(TEMA-BF4/ACN)), and two IL-based electrolytes (1.5M 1-ethyl-3-
methylimidazoliumbis(trifluoromethyl-sulphonyl)imide in acetonitrile (EMIm-TFSI/ ACN) 
and 1.5M 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile 
(EMIm-BF4/ACN)) were studied in asymmetrical test-cell configuration. The widest 
potential window (3.5 V) was achieved with a 1.5M EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte with a 
specific capacitance of 89.9 F g–1 for both positively and negatively charged electrodes. 
The highest capacitance was achieved with the aqueous 1.0M NaNO3/H2O electrolyte, and 
182.8 F g-1 and 295.1 F g-1 were achieved for the positively and negatively charged 
electrodes, respectively.  
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The best candidates from each electrolyte type were also analysed in a symmetrical 
test-cell configuration to characterise the energy and power performance for various 
electrolyte types. The highest energy density of 72.9 J g–1 and 0.63 W g–1 with no 
remarkable losses in cycle stability were achieved with the 1.5 M SBP-BF4/ACN electrolyte, 
which indicates that fibrous CDC-based electrodes are more suitable for more 
mechanically demanding and high-energy applications.  

To conclude, a novel approach for producing directly electrospun CDC-based fibrous 
electrodes for energy storage applications is proposed. Thin-layered, CDC-based fibrous 
electrodes were optimised to enhance the electrochemical performance and mechanical 
properties of the electrode materials. The CDC/CB ratio and electrode densification 
strongly influenced the morphological, mechanical, and electrochemical properties of the 
fibrous electrode. The results of the current research pave the way for further studies to 
improve the properties of fibrous composite electrodes for energy storage applications.  
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Lühikokkuvõte 
Elektrilise kaksikkihi kondensaatori elektrokedratud 
nanostruktuursete elektroodide arendus 
Doktoritöö keskendub elektrokedratud karbiidsel süsinikul (CDC) baseeruvate kiuliste 
elektroodide arendamisele. Kiulistel elektroodidel on mitmeid eeliseid pulber-kaetud 
kommertsiaalsete elektroodide ees nagu näiteks oluliselt väiksem paksus, parem 
painduvus ning paremad mehaanilised omadused. Varasemalt on uuritud kiulisi 
membraane superkondensaatorite elektroodidena kasutades erinevaid süsiniku 
allotroope ning rakendades neile järeltöötlus protsesse. Käesoleva töö eesmärgiks on 
arendada CDC osakesi sisaldavaid elektrokerdatud kiulisi elektroode, mis ei vajaks kõrgel 
temperatuuril kasutavaid järeltöötlus protsesse. CDC eeliseks teiste süsinike allotroopide 
ees on kõrge eripind, kõrge mikropooride hulk ja optimaalne mikropooride jaotus. Samuti 
pole varasemalt põhjalikult hinnatud erinevate vesilahustel ja orgaanilistel lahustel 
baseeruvate elektrolüütide mõju kiuliste elektroodide elektrokeemilistele omadustele.  

CDC-l baseeruvate kiuliste elektrokedratud elektroodide koostise optimeerimiseks 
uuriti erinevaid CDC ja juhtiva lisandi - tahma (CB) vahekordi, lisaks ka elektroodide 
mehaanilisi omadusi, saavutamaks materjalis võimalikult kõrge kaksikkihi mahtuvus. 
Püstitatud eesmärgi saavutamiseks elektrokedrati polüakrüülnitriili (PAN) ja 
dimetüülformamiidi (DMF) lahusest kiulised elektroodid erinevate CDC/CB 
massivahekordadega. Kiuliste elektroodide juhtivuse suurendamiseks kasutati 10 massi% 
ioonvedelikku 1-etüül-3-metüülimidasoolium-tetrafluoroboraati (EMImBF4). Lisaks uuriti 
kiuliste elektroodide pressimise käigus kasutatava temperatuuri ja rõhu mõju kiudude 
mehaanilistele ja elektrokeemilistele omadustele. Kõrgeim erimahtuvus 114 F g-1 
saavutati CDC/CB suhtega 80/20 rakendades kiulise elektroodi pressimisel temperatuuri 
75°C ja rõhku 2.5 MPa. Õhukeste kiuliste elektroodide morfoloogia ja mehaaniliste 
omaduste uurimiseks kasutati skaneerivat elektronmikroskoopiat ning suhtelist 
katkekoormust.  Antud katsetuste tulemusena selgus, et kiuliste elektroodide morfoloogia 
ja mehaanilised omaduse sõltuvad tugevalt pressimisel rakendatavast temperatuurist ja 
rõhust. Kõrgeim suhteline katkekoormuse väärtus 3.12 × 10−4 N TEX−1 saavutati 
toatemperatuuril.    

Käesolevas töös uuriti ka erinevate elektrolüüdi tüüpide mõju CDC-l baseeruvate 
kiuliste elektroodide elektrokeemilistele omadustele. Täpsemalt uuriti kolme vesilahuse 
(1.0M NaNO3/H2O, 1.0M KNO3/H2O ja 1.0M Na2SO4/H2O, kahe mitte-vesilahuse (1.5M 
SBP-BF4/ACN ja 1.8M TEMA-BF4/ACN) ja kahe ioonvedeliku (1.5M EMIm-TFSI/ ACN ja 
1.5M EMIm-BF4/ACN) elektrolüüdi mõju elektrokeemilistele omadustele, kolme 
elektroodsetes katserakkudes. Kõige laiem potentsiaali aken 3.5 V, positiivselt ja 
negatiivselt laetud elektroodi erimahtuvusega 89.9 F g-1, saavutati ioonsel vedelikul 
baseeruva elektrolüüdiga 1.5M EMIm-TFSI/ACN. Kõrgeim erimahtuvus 182.8 F g-1 ja  
295.1 F g-1 vastavalt positiivselt ja negatiivselt laetud elektroodil, saavutati 1.0M 
NaNO3/H2O elektrolüüdiga.  

Kolme-elektroodsete katserakkude analüüsi tulemusel valiti igast elektrolüüdi tüübist 
parim kandidaat kahe-elektroodsete kondensaator - rakkude analüüsiks, hindamaks 
elektrokeemilise süsteemi energia- ja võimsus tihedusi.  Kõrgeim energia 72.9 J g-1  ja 
võimsus 0.63 W g-1   saavutati mitte-vesilahuse elektrolüüdis 1.5M SBP-BF4/ACN. 
Eelmainitud elektrolüüdiga ei täheldatud mahtuvuse vähenemist täis-tühjakslaadimise 
tsükleerimise  testi käigus. Kokkuvõttes võib käesolevas töös saavutatud tulemuste põhjal 
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järeldada, et CDC-l baseeruvad kiulised elektroodid on eelkõige mõeldud kasutamaks 
rakendustes, kus on oluline kõrge energia ja head mehaanilised omadused.  

Käesoleva doktoritöös pakuti välja uudne lahendus süsinikul baseeruvate kiuliste 
elektroodide kasutamiseks energia salvestamise rakendustes. Õhukeste kiuliste 
elektroodide mehaaniliste ja elektrokeemilste omaduste parendamiseks kasutati nenede 
koostise optimeerimist. Süsinike CDC/CB massivahekord ning elektroodide pressimise 
parameetrid omasid suurt mõju kiudude morfoloogiale, mehaanilistele ja 
elektrokeemilistele omadustele.  Käesolevas töös saavutatud tulemused loovad eeldused 
uutele uuringutele, parendamaks kiuliste komposiit-elektroodide omadusi energia 
salvestus valdkonnas.   
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Appendix 

Publication I 

Malmberg, S., Arulepp, M., Savest, N., Tarasova, E., Vassiljeva, E., Krasnou, I., Käärik, M., 
Mikli, V., Krumme, A. (2020) Directly electrospun electrodes for electrical 
double-layer capacitors from carbide-derived carbon. Journal of Electrostatics. 
vol 103. 103396 
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��������� !"#�$�%&'$!���%($'%�)�!#'$*��%+,-./0123/4-%45%06748.%,9,1374.:8-%,9,1374;,.%1277/,;%483%</3=%=>?;7289/1%.323/1%:7,..%@12A/2B%C9,1374.:8-%,9,1374;,%.2A:9,.%<,7,%:7,..,;%</3=%:7,..87,%8:%34%DBE%FG2%%23%;/55,7,-3%3,A:,72387,.H%574A%744A%3,A:,72387,%IJKL%8:%34%MDE%NOB%+,-./0123/4-%3/A,%<2.%M%A/-%2-;%P,:3%2.%14-.32-3%3=748Q=%299%,R:,7/A,-3.B%��S�T"U&)�%"�")V���%W-%47;,7%34%,X29823,%A47:=494Q>%2-;%;/.37/683/4-%45%12764-%:273/19,.%/-%547A,;%067,%A23.H%:74;81,;%,9,1374;,.%<,7,%2-29>.,;%6>%@CF%KF?%MYYY%Z/321=/%2-;%[,A/-/%\,/..%]9372%EEB%̂4%14-;813/X,%1423/-Q%<2.%;,:4./3,;%4-34%3=,%.2A:9,.B%@:,1/01%.87521,%27,2%I@_CKL%45%O+O%<2.%;,3,7A/-,;%6>%8./-Q%̂ àb%3481=%cdD%Ie82-321=74A,%W-.378A,-3.LB%_,547,%@_CK%A,2.87,A,-3%127?64-%<,7,%P,:3%8-;,7%X2188A%547%M%=%23%fYY%NOB%c4<?3,A:,72387,%2;.47:3/4-%<2.%;4-,%23%3=,%64/9/-Q%3,A:,72387,%45%-/374Q,-%Igg%hLB%K=,%.:,1/01%.87521,%27,2.%45%A,2.87,;%12764-%.2A:9,.%<,7,%12918923,;%574A%̂D%2;.47:3/4-%/-%3=,%:i:Y%/-3,7X29%45%YBYDjYBD%6>%3=,%_728-,7?%CAA,3?%K,99,7%I_CK%3=,47>L%klYmB%̂D%2;.47:3/4-%/.43=,7A%<2.%29.4%8.,;%547%4632/-/-Q%X298,.%45%34329%:47,%X498A,%Ia343LH%12918923,;%23%:i:Y%45%YBngB%b%X498A,%45%A/174:47,.%IaoL%12918923,;%574A%3?:943%6>%8./-Q%+,_4,7%.323/.3/129%3=/1P-,..B%F,1=2-/129%:74:,73/,.%45%06748.%,9,1374;,.%<,7,%3,.3,;%</3=%2-%W-.374-%Epqq%3,-./9,%3,.3/-Q%A21=/-,B%@2A:9,%7/664-.%<,7,%183%34%7,13?2-Q8927%.=2:,%</3=%9,-Q3=%45%MY%AA%2-;%2%</;3=%45%lBE%AAB%r/X,%.:,1?/A,-.%<,7,%183%574A%,21=%,9,1374.:8-%.2A:9,%45%,9,1374;,B%F2R/A8A%942;%X298,.%<,7,%A,2.87,;B%@:,1/01%.37,..%23%A2R/A8A%942;%<2.%8.,;%547%;,.17/6/-Q%.37,-Q3=%45%06748.%,9,1374;,.B%+,-./3>%45%,21=%.:,1/A,-%<2.%548-;%/-%47;,7%34%12918923,%3=,%.:,1/01%.37,..B%K=,%;,-./3>%sH%<2.%12918923,;%21147;/-Q%34%3=,%54994</-Q%,t823/4-u%vwxy IML%%<=,7,%U%/.%2%<,/Q=3%45%3=,%,9,1374;,%2-;%z%/.%3=,%X498A,%45%3=,%,9,1374;,B%K=,%.:,1/01%.37,..%{.:%/-%Î3,R|ML%<2.%12918923,;%21147;/-Q%34%,t823/4-%IDLu%}~�w �� ��v IDL%%<=,7,%�%/.%5471,H%b%/.%</;3=%45%.2A:9,%I/-%1AL%2-;%s%/.%3=,%;,-./3>%IQ1A|fL%klMmB%C9,13741=,A/129%,X29823/4-B%K=,%06748.%,9,1374;,%<2.%,9,1374.:8-%4-%34:%45%2%12764-%1423,;%298A/-8A%1499,1347B%K=,%.2A,%14A:4./3/4-%<2.%8.,;%547%643=H%:4./3/X,9>%2-;%-,Q23/X,9>%1=27Q,;%,9,1374;,.B%C9,1?374;,.%<,7,%183%483%574A%,9,1374.:8-%A23,7/29%/-%;/.P%./�,%I</3=%;/2A,3,7%ME%AALB%b99%,9,1374;,.%<,7,%3,.3,;%/-%3<4%,9,1374;,%3,.3%1,99.B%_>%2.?.,A69>%45%3=,%1,99H%,9,1374;,.%<,7,%/-3,79,2X,;%</3=%3<4%92>,7.%45%/4-?%:,7A,269,%.,:272347%:2:,7%Î/::4-%h4;4.=/LB%b53,7%2..,A69>H%3=,%1,99.%<,7,%P,:3%8-;,7%X2188A%547%gD%=%23%MYY%NO%34%7,A4X,%26.476,;%Q2.,.%2-;%<23,7%574A%3=,%:7,:27,;%,9,1374;,%:21PB%K=,7,253,7H%;7/,;%C+cO%1,99.%<,7,%X2188A%099,;%</3=%,9,13749>3,H%MBp%F%37/,3=>9A,3=>92AA4?-/8A%3,72�84764723,%IKCFb_rlL%/-%21,34-/37/9,%IZ4-,><,99��%K=,%,9,13741=,A/129%,X29823/4-%45%3=,%2..,A69,;%C+cO?.%<2.%1277/,;%483%</3=%1>19/1%X4932AA,37>%IOaLH%/-%X4932Q,%72-Q,%574A%Y%34%DBf%a%</3=%X4932Q,%.12-%723,%45%E%Aa%.|MB%K=,%723,%45%X4932Q,%1=2-Q,%4X,7%3/A,%;87/-Q%3=,%,9,1374;,%:43,-3/29%72A:%/.%P-4<-%2.%3=,%X4932Q,%.12-%723,B%K=,%4:,723/-Q%X4932Q,%72-Q,%<2.%;,3,7A/-,;%574A%3=,%Oa%187X,.H%<=,7,2.%547%.,9,13,;%1,99.%3=,%A2R/A8A%X4932Q,.%<2.%/-17,2.,;%8:%34%DBg%aB%b99%A,2.87,A,-3.%<,7,%1277/,;%483%6>%A893/?1=2--,9%:43,-3/4.323%aFGf%I_/4c4Q/1%@1/,-1,%W-.378A,-3.LB%O2:21/32-1,%2-;%,-,7Q>%<,7,%,X29823,;%574A%3=,%1>19/1%X4932AA,37>%;232B%O2:21/32-1,%<2.%12918923,;%6>%;/X/;/-Q%3=,%/-3,Q723,;%1877,-3%�%I6,3<,,-%Y%a%2-;%D%aH%3=,%7,Q/4-%<2.%.,9,13,;%62.,;%4-%411877,;%:923,28%4-%;/.1=27Q,%187X,L%</3=%X4932Q,%
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9ÚÛÜÝÞß9ïà9Ì¹³9Ç̄µ³9̧Ãî³9»³Å̧Ã¼·9æ©Ðáé9́Å»9Î½9́Ï̧ µ̄Ç¼Ã̄Åë»³̧ µ̄Ç¼Ã̄Å9Ã̧̄ ¼¹³µÈ9̄°9¼³̧¼³»9ÁáÁ9̧́ÈÇ¶³̧Ë9������ð�$������������������%*��
��'�
(�������������������������� �	����������
 ����#



���������� �	
���
������	�	�������������������	
��������� ��!"
#$�� "%&�'#�()� *+',#-()� *./.',#-()� 01"2#��� ���3 3!4� 3!56 3!��7	�� ����	���8��� ����������������9� ����	9��:����;�:����9��8����	
�88�<9�<�=���>��	��:��>��	
�!5�>8)6�<99���9;<9��=��;;8���33?�
	�6@��	��8	=��A�	�A�9>�����<9:����!7	������<>�<=���	;�� ����	 ��������:��>���	
���� ����	9��:������	�9�9�
���9���<>:����<�<� ����� ��� �BC��� ��DE��F�G�  �<<�E��	<��H!D
���:��9������������9� ����	9��:�������8A �9�<�	�����I� ����	9�������  �:����> ���JA���������	�B�;������9
�	8KLM�����9�<�N��8�<�H��<� ;9�<>� ��>����A	<�	;<����<9���A	<��
���<��� ����	9��BMEH!OPOPQRSTUVWRXUSY�	88����� � ����	 �����!3CGEDIZ7@[D�\�<9�!5CGECDIZ7@[D�\:����;������9
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##B��C	�� s��%����i��
�'
�%
(����A

����
��E
)
%#����A�$���%������&��)� ���'��#��� ����%�
��%�F#"�������%����%�
�#���"��%�
������ ����� �F ���(� ����
�����%�
 �#�+,-./012/345/���:�;<��U	>��	�@A�
##B��C	D� �ww����
��X�"��$$�
���

��
��
w�
�)�x���
��
(�����L�''��#��)�I��M���#
��X��_��#���A&����%���#�%�
�
�#%��'F%���%� ���
$
�
"#����� �F ���(� ����
�
�|�A
��)��aL%�"�%"���� ��&���� ����%�
�&�'����$���
�'�����}/+-,-k\6127,/�����;<�	gD̂>	ĝg�@A�
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##B��C=	� 
�
������%%
��|�X��B"%�� )��E�A�XB�(���
�����%�
#$"�A���
������#�#����%�
 �
�%�����#�
�����)�L%
��)���k,,/�,./�p7Q/���u�f��	U?g>	�g	�@A�
##B��C==� �����
��������X���#�y��iJ)"�����A���
�*����
�#"$����$���%
�#�}/O97,.Z�p7Q/���u�;;�==�>=�g�@A�
##B��C=U� B"���I��L��%�'��G��B��E��� ��
��i����
�A�_
�)F%��'������)
�����
�F��#� #"$����$���%
�#���!"�
"#'� ���OP742,-4p5Q/c421���d�<T���h	>��h��@A�
##B��C=�� �&
'���
�I��B��'"� 
FM����
����iJ)"�����X���%�$�
�&�)&����)��#�''�%�����$���%
���%&���
$
�
"#����
�����%�
 �#���!"�
"#����%�
��%��}/+-~7,3-k,47\�����f�<��=U�>�=�	�@A�
##B��C=D� s�'���
�����_��B��'"� 
FM����
����iJ)"�����X#�''�%�������
�*����
�#"$����$���%
�
$���%��)�%	��I��"#��)���"%����!"�
"##
�"%�
��OP742,-4p7Q/�-QQk9/�����f;�	=̂D>	=̂h�@A�
##B��C=�� iJ)"������M��##���I��i�� "����X�������
�������A���
�#�� ����%�
��%�#�
�X (���� L"$����$���%
�#�cl�/6127,/���S�;e�==	?>==D	�@A�
##B��C@M"�
� C=̂� A�����F
��y���V�F���A&���_������%
�����%�
��%�#
�����%�
�&�'����$�
$��%��#
�)��$&���#&��%�
(��� ��%&$
��$���
��%&��������+,-./012/345/�����;f���g>����@A�
##B��C=h� �"�A��W���A��_��i�����)����E"���V�A&��)�#%
��)�'��&���#'
�'��)���#� �
z� ��
���$���%
��$$����%�
�a�����%
�%&�'�� ����%�
��%�#�
�%�����)���������� ��������F���%&'�%����%�
�#�}/+-~7,3-k,47\�����f�e�̂hD�>̂hD?�@A�
##B��C=?� ������#���s�i��|&��"����M�B��$$���#��
�%&��'
�&�'������ ���
��
'$��z�
�#�}/�p7Q/Olk4/�d�d�<e�D̂��@A�
##B��CUg� M������FL�����%�
#$�����)�� �%#�$$����%�
�#�cl�/012/345/019-\45/019-274p9-P/�����f�g�Ugg=�@A�
##B��CU	� L"� ��������L��|�����_��_�'�L����B�'����#&���L�����%�
#$"�̀ ��
����#�
�X�����%��%�
�X$$����%�
�#�+,-47l51O9./���S��<�	D?>	�U�@A�
##B��CU=� B�&'���
�
��|�&����X�K�x#�
�̀ ��
�����#�����%��%�
��X��(����8}3[��892/}/345/[7\/�7�/�����T�̂�UU� s��)�i��W��)�
��W��)�����"����L"��E�����%�
#$"����
'�%�����#�
�"�%��#��#�%�(�#��#
�#�6127,/�-l1Z�����f]�	�>=̂�@A�
##B��C



���������� 	
��	�
�� ����������������������������������� �����!��"#��$%����������!&'  ���#������()*+,)-./0)12���3�4�	56�78����9��:7;�%<�=:

� ������>?#��@��A#��@��>?#�����B#�!�9����#�!�@����#�!�C����#�!�>�'"��DB�E��"��F��G��;�����"����!��D=� ��!8#�%��"#��$%���#�#A��=��D�����������=������ ���# #�������H1.I-/+IJ0,KLI-)���M�NOP���
Q�

�78����9��:
�� ���R��S��@��<��!����@�����B#�!���'��E�����#��!&����?�?�!? �����T#����� ���# #�����%#��=�� ��&#��&���������D=���E�= ������#��$%���#��������=�#�=�� #�#������������U��=��������&���H1.I-/+IJ0,KLI-)���V�NWN�6XQ	Y��78����9��:
X� RZ�������[��\##��]��R?�T%��!�R���̂����'��[���!����9�T#���R���������'  ���#������T������� �������� �����!T��?�=��� �� #�#��������������#�=��%��D�#&���# #�����?#��D������H1.I-/+IJ0,KLI-)���_�̀ à�X5QXX�78����9��:
b� <#�T%��!����R#�#��E#����\#����c�E#�\��[�#�����]��'����  �<��[��TT��'�de11fH1.I/+2ge*he/)i1.H1.I-/+j.)*jH1.I-/+IJ.,k0I)1h+ei1.kl)f./�)g)I0-+/m+/n0oJd/.pe.*IfLgg10I)-0+*2���'�;8qr�#��G�����8s��?9� �%����5Y	b� �	Y�
6� <#�T%��!����'����  �<���#E����"��R#�#��E#����\#����c�E#�\��[�#�����]��[̂ �̂�G�<��<�G���\��[��TT��'��<#�T%��!���q������&�������� ���������=�������������#�=��%��D�#&���# #���������T�#�%�=�D=���E�=�#�%���tKH1.I-/+2-K�����̀PO�	Y

6��78����9��:�Y� <#�T%��!����'����  �<��R#�#��E#����\#����c�E#�\��[�#�����]��[��TT��'���������?�T��#��E#��#������q������&�������� ��8#�%�=�Dq���E�=8#�%��DA#��=�������=����q��������"��#U�������������&����������!&����#!�'  ���#�������tK�)/i+*u.2K�����4�
6�78����9��:�	� A#�%���#�;�A���������&��<#����#��D]�����#�=8?#����!���]�;�����=��!����?�'];8���������;�����=��!��S���%��!����T#�&�	XS�%��#�&5Y	��  �b5Q6X�78����9��:�5� 8��F#&�A���A�?#E������?�q��%���#&����"��#U�������������&���#�="��#U�������������&��8# #�������]�H1.I-/+IJ.,0I)1veg./I)g)I0-+/2�� ���!��rA������<'�w�'�	666�  �	�6Q	b	��
� A#�=�����'���������&������?�!?E���#!���������?�T��#�=��%���#&���# #������r' ��� ����E�#�������tKx+y./v+e/I.2���3�ON4�

�Q

��78����9��:��� R�T�&#�������?�G#�#����R#G#��[��'�#��T#�"��R#���#����;#�G�@�D@�'�#U�������������&�����?�F�=��� ������#�F��=�F#�=����� ������# #%����&����# #�������vI0Ku.gK���M������ �
Y�b�78����9��:�
� A�����������q���C���������@#����'��FD����zF#���D��D�#��{��������&�����#5�
\?�!?D�#���#�%��D%#��=�� ���# #������tK|)-./K�J.,KL���}���X
�	QX
�X�78����9��:��� ����<����[�T������8?#�!�q��[�T����<�������~?�[��;#�G�[�D@������!�B�<��;#�G����[F��������#��R�F#�=#��FD����?�!?DE���#!���=��T#U��������?#�!�#%��%#����&�|)-./K�+j)f���}�Na�5�Q
��78����9��:�X� ���c#��E�G#����;#T #�������[�����'��C�==���<��8#�=#��>�q�E��� ��!#�=�?#�#�����s#��������!���D%#��=$%�����#���#�%���������=���������!&����#!�=�E������+,g+2Kx)/-�H*oK���}�̀�W�5
6Q5�b�78����9��:�b� [?����s#=�?�'�����!?����B#�!�C������������!�<��� ���# #�����F��?����#��=��#�&�&����!��#%����&#�=?�!?�#�����T�#��D#��?��������= ��&#�������!�# ?������#����#��$%����$�TF��?�?# �T�T��&�tK|)-./K�J.,KL���V�4�5	Y��Q5	YXX�78����9��:�6� ��#�>������q�C��@#�!���@���������?�T��#�]���!?�����8&�����#%����&��~�!#�����������&���� ���# #�������Lj�K|)-./Ku.2K�����O���O�O���XQ�X	�78����9��:
Y� A���#��������TT����;����R��������'=��� �������#�����<����T������#��#&����tKL,K�J.,Kv+IK�}�V�4P�
Y6Q
	6�78����9��:
	� R?�TT���<��[#��G��[��"��T#�G�'�\��~��E������;��9�=��!��sD9�������S��9��U������������!�[���;?&����� ������!#����F��?� ���#�������������?��E#��#����������#��#��##�= �����s�=�����%������]w;'8R��?���#�9� �����xe/.Lgg1K�J.,K�����W��	Y
	Q	Y�6�78����9��:
5� �������[�T����[��A�D8��[�T������?���D]���������#��E���������;��&#��&���������S�%�������#%���s#����#�=8#�%���s#�����Lj�K�J.,KH*oKvI0K�����N�5X
Q5b5�78����9��:

� ������������>?������[��=����\��'%%���'�<��<��?�#U�S��~�&#�!�q���#T���q��9�%�����q��@����8#�%���#��F#���!��F�%&T����F#E� �#�T#��?#���=�?�T��#�E# ��=� �������=����!�?��#�%���s#������ ��&#��&���������$%����tKLgg1KxJf2K�����̀ Ò�Y5�
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Renewable energy has gained increasing attention owing to the growing problem of greenhouse gases in recent decades. Several attempts have been made to substitute carbon-containing energy sources with more eco-friendly options, such as wind, solar, 
and hydro and etc. However, these alternatives cannot meet the overall demand for energy storage. Transportation is one of the most energy-demanding industries; therefore, it is important to substitute combustion engines for EVs at the personal transportation level in order to decrease emissions (Burke & Zhao, 2015; Radu et al., 2019; Stan et al., 2014). Alternative energy sources are constantly being developed to meet 
the overall demands of the energy storage market. Among the chemical and physical 
energy storage systems, three systems are considered as potential alternatives for transportation: lithium-ion batteries, fuel cells, and supercapacitors (Winter & Brodd, 2004).

Supercapacitors, which are also known as electrochemical double-layer (EDL) capacitors or ultracapacitors, possess superior properties to those of conventional capacitors, such as a higher energy density over a wide range of power values while exhibiting a long cycle life (Conway, 1999; Y. Wang et al., 2016; A. Yu et al., 2017). Supercapacitors were discovered by General Electric engineers in 1957, while performing tests with porous carbon electrodes in a fuel cell (Becker, 1957). EDL capacitors were commercialised in 1978 by NEC (Conway, 1999). Currently, EDL capacitor electrodes are used as cast electrodes or aqueous slurries. However, in recent years, fibre-based electrodes have been increasingly researched. Fibrous electrodes are useful because of their improved mechanical properties and relatively low electrode thicknesses (≈20 µm), which are several times lower than those of commercial electrodes. 

One of the simplest ways to produce fibrous electrodes is electrospinning, which has drawn significant attention for energy storage devices. During the last decade, researchers have proposed several polymer/solvent and polymer/solvent/carbon combinations for energy storage applications (Guo et al., 2009; He et al., 2018; X. Li et al., 2017). However, high EDL capacitance from electrospun nanoporous carbide-derived carbon (CDC) and polymer electrodes has not yet been achieved without applying further post carbonization processes. The purpose of this study was to develop a thin-layered CDC-based fibrous electrode material with the highest possible capacitance and the longest cycle life for energy storage applications. 

For this purpose, various combinations of polymer/solvent/carbon, with the addition of ionic liquids (ILs), were tested in electrospinning solutions. The fibrous electrode preparation process was fully optimised to achieve high capacitance in EDL applications with excellent mechanical properties. Furthermore, to improve the electrochemical properties of the electrospun electrodes and to find the best combination of CDC and electrolyte ions, a variety of organic, inorganic, and ionic-liquid-based electrolytes were also tested. 
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Nanotechnology has the potential to address global challenges through the design and fabrication of functional nanofibers for energy and environmental applications. The key fabrication method is electrospinning, which is a versatile technique that allows for the preparation of continuous, thin fibres with diameters of a few hundred nanometres (Ding & Yu, 2014). Electrostatic attraction of a liquid was first reported by William Gilbert in the 17th century, and the electrospinning technique was first patented in 1900 by John Francis Cooley (Cooley, 1902; Nascimento et al., 2015; Tucker et al., 2012). The advantages of electrospun fibres are their high surface area, flexibility, and good mechanical properties, thereby rendering them desirable materials for many applications (Ramakrishna, 2005). Owing to the unique properties of electrospun fibres, they have also gained attention in the energy storage industry. 

Supercapacitors are energy storage devices that provide fast charge–discharge capability and are considered to be alternative energy sources to combustion engines (Hester & Harrison, 2018). During the last decade, there have been several reports on various combinations of fibrous supercapacitor electrodes; however, none have utilized high-capacity carbide-derived carbon (CDC) and polymer solutions without applying external processing, such as pyrolysis and carbonisation (He et al., 2018; X. Li et al., 2017). Therefore, the present work focuses on the development of electrospun, fibrous, 
CDC-based electrodes for electrical double-layer capacitor applications in organic and aqueous electrolytes.

[bookmark: _Toc66625338]Supercapacitors

Rechargeable batteries are considered promising candidates for electric vehicles; however, the charge-storage mechanism of existing rechargeable batteries is mainly dependent on the intercalation of cations within the crystalline structure of the electrode. Intercalations are regulated by the diffusion of cations within the crystalline framework. In supercapacitors, energy storage is based on surface reactions in the electrode; therefore, they provide a much higher power density than that of batteries (Y. Wang 
et al., 2016). An EDL was first described and modelled by Von Helmholtz in the 19th century. The Helmholtz double-layer model comprised two layers of opposite charge that form at the electrode–electrolyte interface and are separated by an atomic distance (Helmholtz, 1853; L. L. Zhang & Zhao, 2009). The Helmholtz model was further developed by Gouy and Chapman while considering the continuous distribution of electrolyte ions in the electrolyte solution (Chapman, 1913; Gouy, 1910; L. L. Zhang & Zhao, 2009). In 1991, Brian Evans Conway described the difference between the energy storage mechanisms of supercapacitors and batteries (Conway, 1999). 

The high capacitance of EDL capacitors is in the order of hundreds of farads to kilofarads, which is several orders of magnitude larger than those of traditional electrolytic capacitors, whose capacitance is measured in microfarads. With EDL capacitors, high capacitance is possible because of the short charge-separation distance at the electrode–electrolyte interface and the high surface area of the carbon material (Helmholtz, 1853; Ji et al., 2014). The high surface area of the carbon originates from the presence of very small pores on the carbon surface (Figure 1A). The porous matrix of carbon arises from the activation processes. It is very important that the pore size of the carbon matches the ion size of the electrolyte for sufficient electrolyte ion penetration into the carbon pores (Garche et al., 2013). 

The electrochemical device is composed of two electrodes, a separator, and an electrolyte (Figure 1B); the electrolyte can be in either the solid or liquid phase. 
A solid-state electrolyte has two functions: conduction of ions and separation of the positive and negative electrodes. Liquid electrolyte solutions also conduct ions; however, for the separation of positive and negative electrodes, a porous separator sheet is required ( Yu et al., 2017).

Energy storage is created when the polarisation of the electrode ions is absorbed in the double-layer area.

[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc76244253]Figure 1. Mechanism of electrical double-layer capacitors (Endo et al., 2001; Frackowiak, 2007; Garche et al., 2013; Pohlmann, n.d.).

In practical applications, supercapacitors are used in the form of a coin-shaped, cylindrical, or prismatic cell and are combined in series into larger modules. Full cells are filled with organic or aqueous electrolytes and are used in high-power applications; however, the cell voltage is limited due to electrolyte decomposition. Organic 
electrolyte-based cells can provide higher working voltages, but the current is limited by their low ionic conductivity (Garche et al., 2013; Pohlmann, n.d.). 

Supercapacitors exhibit superior properties such as long cycle life, low resistance, high power density, and a wide operating temperature range. Although batteries exhibit a higher energy density than that of supercapacitors, their power density does not reach the level of EDL capacitors, as shown in Figure 2. Therefore, an increasing number of investigations have been performed in the last decade to maximize the energy density of supercapacitors.



[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc76244254]Figure 2. Specific energy vs specific power for energy storage devices (Kumar Panda et al., 2020; 
S. Zhang & Pan, 2015).

[bookmark: _Toc66625339]Carbon materials for supercapacitors

The electrode material is a key element for EDL capacitor performance. Carbon materials have exceptional properties such as a high surface area, good electrical conductivity, low density, high stability, and relatively low cost. Carbon materials have been widely used as electrodes for energy-storage devices. Furthermore, the porosity and morphology of carbon materials can be modified by activation processes (Endo et al., 2001; Frackowiak & Béguin, 2001; Leis et al., 2001; Li et al., 2019). The different structures of carbon materials for supercapacitors are presented in Figure 3. 
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[bookmark: _Toc76244255]Figure 3. Carbon allotropes used in supercapacitors (Giubileo et al., 2018).

Activated carbon is one of the oldest and most studied porous carbon materials (Sadashiv Bubanale et al., 2017). The basic structural unit of activated carbon is the hexagonal structure of graphite, which occurs in the form of numerous small graphite platelets. The process of activating carbon was discovered in the early 1800s (Sadashiv Bubanale et al., 2017). In today’s energy storage industry, most commercial EDL capacitors are based on activated carbon materials owing to their well-known manufacturing processes. The properties of activated carbon rely on its simple, large-scale production and relatively low cost. Activated carbon is produced from nutshells, wood, starch, sucrose, cellulose, corn grain, banana fibre, coffee grounds, and sugar cane bagasse, among other materials. Furthermore, the synthesis of activated carbon enables 
well-controlled properties, suitable pore size distribution, and greatly enhanced capacitive characteristics. Carbon can be activated by either physical or chemical activation. In the case of physical activation, carbon materials are first pyrolyzed at high temperatures (600–900 °C) to remove non-carbon elements, and subsequently treated with oxidising atmospheres such as steam, CO2, or a mixture of the two. Activation by chemical treatment involves impregnation of the carbon precursor with chemicals such as KOH, NaOH, H3PO4, ZnCl2, and H2SO4, which is followed by carbonisation at 450–900 °C (Sevilla & Mokaya, 2014; L. Wei & Yushin, 2012a).

 Activated carbon is commonly used in combination with quaternary ammonium salts in acetonitrile or propylene carbonate solutions. The capacitance of activated carbon reaches 35–250 F g–1 in organic electrolytes, 60–150 F g–1 in ionic liquids (at high temperatures), and 300 F g–1 in aqueous electrolytes (at lower voltages due to water decomposition). 

Graphene affords an extremely high electrical conductivity, accessibility to electrolyte ions, relatively low costs, an excellent mechanical strength, and a high surface area 
(2699 m2 g–1), rendering it suitable for energy storage devices (Khalid et al., 2018). 
The existence of graphene was first reported by P. R. Wallace in 1947 (Wallace, 1947); however, it was rediscovered at the beginning of the 21st century. Graphene is a flat, 
one-layer-thick material comprising sp2- bonded carbons with a fully conjugated structure of C–C and C=C bonds. However, graphene often requires molecular-level functionalization for most electronic applications. Other forms of graphene such as fullerene, carbon nanotubes (CNTs), and graphite exhibit a similar hexagonal ring structure to that of graphene; however, various orientations are observed in space, giving each form its own unique properties (Khalid et al., 2018).

Fullerenes consist of carbon balls composed of hexagonal and pentagonal carbon rings. The first fullerene was discovered in 1985 by Sir Harold W. Kroto of the United Kingdom and Richard E. Smalley and Robert F. Curl, Jr. of the United States (Kroto, 1997). The small band gaps inside the carbon rings enable fast charge transfer owing to their high conductivity. Using fullerenes as electrode materials enhances the diffusion of ions because of their very high surface area and cage-like structure (Ali et al., 2020a). However, studies on the large-scale production of these materials are still in progress (Ali et al., 2020b; Keypour et al., 2013). Finally, it has been concluded that graphene-based electrode materials usually suffer from poor control of particle size distribution (PSD) with a lack of macropores or large mesopores, which are commonly present in activated carbon or CDC materials (L. Wei & Yushin, 2012a).

CNTs afford good mechanical properties such as high strengths and low weights (Zaharaddeen et al., 2016). They are formed when a graphite sheet is curled up into cylinders and can either be single-walled (SWNT) or multi-walled (MWNTs) (Pan et al., 2010). CNT applications have been widely investigated since their discovery in 1995 (Rinzler et al., 1995). They have been used as electrode materials for supercapacitors, achieving specific capacitances of up to 102 F g–1 and 180 F g–1 for MWNTs and SWNTs, respectively (Lu & Dai, 2010). However, carbon nanotubes are too expensive for 
large-scale production, and their long-term stability has not yet been achieved (Wei & Yushin, 2012b; Weinstein & Dash, 2013). 




[bookmark: _Toc66625340]Carbide-derived carbon

The production of carbide-derived carbon (CDC) using high-temperature chlorine gas and silicon carbide was first described in a patent by O. Hutchins in 1918 (Hutchins, 1918). Larger-scale production was developed in 1956 (Andersen 1956). 

In more detail, CDCs are produced by the extraction of metals from carbide precursors at high temperatures. The unique properties of porous CDCs, such as high specific surface area and tuneable pore size with a narrow size distribution, make it an ideal material for supercapacitor electrodes (Gogotsi, 2006; Arulepp et al., 2010; Presser et al., 2011). 
The advantage of CDC materials is the narrower pore size distribution compared to that of activated carbon. 

CDC fabrication is typically used as chlorination at high temperatures. The chlorination of metal or non-metal precursors is described by the following reaction: 

MC + xCl2  MCl2x + C

In this reaction, the carbon layer is formed by inward growth, usually while retaining the original shape and volume of the precursor. If the remaining reaction products, such as residual chlorides, are trapped in the pores, they can be removed by treatments such as hydrogenation or vacuum annealing. In general, hydrogenation is carried out after chlorination with a temperature equal to or lower than the synthesis temperature. (Presser et al., 2011). For the synthesis of CDC materials, various metal and metalloid precursors, such as TiC, SiC, ZrC, WC, VC, Al4C3 and Mo2C have been used (Ariyanto et al., 2019; Dash et al., 2005; Gudavalli & Dhakal, 2018; Maletin et al., 2004; Leis et al., 2001, 2002, 2010; Yushin et al., 2006).

The characteristics of the synthesised CDC materials are dependent on the chlorination temperature and carbide precursor, which allow for tuning of the pore sizes to 0.6–2 nm (Gogotsi, 2006; Gudavalli & Dhakal, 2018). The model (Zhan et al., 2017) and the structure of the CDC particle, as determined by transmission electron microscopy (TEM) image, are presented in Figure 4. The surface area of CDC can reach up to 2200 m2 g–1 (Leis et al., 2002; Gogotsi et al., 2003; Maletin et al., 2004). 
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[bookmark: _Toc76244256]Figure 4. A) Model of the CDC structure (Zhan et al., 2017) and B) TEM image of  TiC-CDC 
(Leis et al., 2002). 

The porosity of the CDC is determined by the carbide structure, and the structure of the formed CDC is strongly influenced by the distribution of carbon atoms in the carbide lattice (Presser et al., 2011). 

Furthermore, to improve the EDL properties of CDC materials, post-modification processes similar to those of activated carbon are employed (Käärik et al., 2018). 
In addition, chemical activation by KOH is the most common activation process for CDC. Unfortunately, with chemical activation, relatively high oxygen content occurs inside the material compared to physical processes such as CO2, steam activation, and a mixture of both. The high oxygen content leads to additional functional groups on the carbon 
surface, and, in turn, unfavourable Faradaic reactions can occur in parallel with 
the EDL. The benefits of using CO2 and H2O steam are the cleaner production, 
cost-efficiency, and endothermic nature of their reactions, which allows for better process control. Previously, E. Tee et al. showed that gas-phase activation doubles the 
Brunauer–Emmett–Teller (BET) surface area and increases the pore size of SiC CDC 
(Tee et al., 2015). The theoretical capacitance for two-electrode configurations of CDC materials ranges from 60 to 320 F g–1 (Inamuddi et al., 2019; Vatamanu et al., 2013; Käärik et al., 2018, 2020).  Furthermore, recently Käärik et al. presented mathematical 
model for characterizing and predicting physical parameters of porous carbon using experiment-derived structure descriptors (Käärik et al., 2018). 

[bookmark: _Toc66625341]Polymers 

Polymers for electrospinning can be categorised into natural and synthetic polymers (Zahmatkeshan et al., 2018). Natural polymers such as collagen, gelatine, and silk are preferred over synthetic polymers in medical and biological applications because of their low immunogenicity and higher biocompatibility (Li et al., 2019). Synthetic polymers are more beneficial than natural polymers because of their superior mechanical properties (Zahmatkeshan et al., 2018). In general, over 100 different types of polymers have been electrospun into nanofibers (Xue et al., 2019). 

Poly(ethylene oxide) (PEO, C2nH4n2On+1) is the most commonly used water-soluble polymer. However, of the water-insoluble polymers, polyacrylonitrile (PAN, (C3H3N)n), which is soluble in dimethyl sulphoxide (DMSO, C2H6OS) and dimethylformamide (DMF, C3H7NO), is mainly used. PAN is gaining increasing interest because of its potential as a precursor material for electrospun carbon materials for a variety of applications (Wortmann et al., 2019).
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[bookmark: _Toc76244257]Figure 5. Molecular structure of PAN (Saufi & Ismail, 2002).

PAN is a semicrystalline polymer with a relatively high glass-transition temperature of 100 °C (Sada et al., 2014). The molecular weight of PAN used for electrospinning was        150 000 g mol–1. Regarding its stability against chemical reagents, the nitrile group of PAN has relatively low reactivity, and thermal oxidation causes the degradation of PAN to carbon ﬁbres (Sada et al., 2014).

As mentioned above, the most important function of PAN as a raw material is to act as a precursor for carbon fibres (Huang, 2009; Liu & Kumar, 2012; Sada et al., 2014). 
PAN-based carbon nanofibers have remarkable properties such as high tensile strength, low density (less than 2.0 g cm–3), high thermal- and chemical stability, good electrical- and thermal conductivity, and creep resistance. The preparation of PAN-based carbon nanofibers includes four steps: fibre formation by electrospinning, thermal stabilisation at high temperatures (180–300 °C) under an oxidative atmosphere, carbonisation in an inert atmosphere (350–1700 °C) to remove non-carbon particles, and graphitisation at 2000 °C to create a graphitic structure. Currently, 90% of commercial nanofibers are produced from PAN (Sada et al., 2014). PAN-based carbon fibres are used in several applications such as military aircraft, automobiles, and high-grade sporting goods (Sada et al., 2014). 

Several aprotic solvents can be used for the electrospinning of PAN-based fibres: DMF, DMSO, N,N-dimethylacetamide (DMAc, C4H9NO), and dimethyl sulphone (C6H12O2S). Compared with other possible production methods such as vapour growth, arc discharge, laser ablation, and chemical vapour deposition, electrospinning can easily generate nanoﬁbers with diameters ranging from 10 nm to several millimetres by applying an electrostatic force to the polymer solution. PAN-based nanofibers can also be combined with composite materials incorporating CNTs (Song et al., 2013), metal salts (Park et al., 2005), metal complexes (Parekh et al., 2018), and metal oxides (Drew et al., 2005).

[bookmark: _Toc66625342]Electrolytes for supercapacitors

Electrolytes are important components in supercapacitor applications and play a crucial role in transferring charges between positively and negatively charged electrodes 
(Pal et al., 2019). Electrolytes are categorised into various classes, such as organic, aqueous, ionic liquids, solid-state or quasi-solid-state, and redox-active; more specifically, their categorisation is depicted in Figure 6 (Pal et al., 2019; Zhong et al., 2015). 
The selection of the electrolyte plays a key role in further supercapacitor performance. 
In addition to its impact on the operating voltage, the electrolyte has a significant influence on the power density, cycling stability, operating temperature, equivalent series resistance (ESR), lifetime, and self-discharge of the capacitor (Wang, 2017). In addition, aqueous-electrolyte-based EDL capacitors have high conductivity and -capacitance; however, they possess low energy density and cycling stability (Zhong et al., 2015). In the case of organic- and IL-electrolyte-based supercapacitors, the operating voltage is significantly higher than that of aqueous electrolytes; however, they suffer from low ionic conductivity and high toxicity (Zhong et al., 2015).

Overall, an ideal electrolyte for EDL applications should exhibit important characteristics: high electrochemical stability, broad electrochemical potential range, wide working-temperature range, high ionic conductivity, high polarity, low viscosity, environmental friendliness, low flammability, and low cost (Pal et al., 2019; F. Wang, 2017). However, in reality, no single electrolyte can meet all these performance requirements. Besides the cycle life (or lifetime), energy density and power density are the two most crucial properties in the evaluation of electrochemical energy devices and are also strongly influenced by the selection of the electrolyte (Zhong et al., 2015). Because both the energy and power densities of a supercapacitor depend on the square of the cell voltage (see equations 1 and 2), the development of electrolytes proceeds in the direction of increasing operating voltage (Suresh et al., 2017; Zhong et al., 2015). 



, (1)

where C is the capacitance and U is the cell voltage.



, (2)

where E is the energy and t is the time (Wu and Cao, 2018).



[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated]

[bookmark: _Toc76244258]Figure 6. Categorization of electrolytes (Zhong et al., 2015).

Aqueous electrolytes are appealing because of their low cost and simple manipulation (no need for a controlled environment). Typically, three types of aqueous electrolytes are used: acidic (H2SO4, etc), neutral salt (Na2SO4, etc), and alkaline (KOH, etc) (Béguin et al., 2014; Frackowiak, 2007; Ibukun & Jeong*, 2019; Zhong et al., 2015). The specific capacitance of carbon in aqueous electrolytes ranges from 100–300 F g–1 and is highly influenced by the size of the electrolyte ions inserted into the pores of carbon (Ibukun & Jeong*, 2019). Depending on the electrolyte type, the ionic radius of the electrolyte can vary significantly, especially in the case of hydrated ions. In addition, the hydrated ionic radius of H+ in H2SO4 is the smallest (2.80 Å), and that of K+ in KOH is the largest (3.31 Å) (Jeong 2019). The major disadvantage of aqueous electrolytes is their narrow electrochemical stability window of 0 – 1.23 V as a result of water decomposition (Balducci et al., 2007; Inamuddin et al., 2019; Stan et al., 2014; Vatamanu et al., 2013). 

Organic electrolytes mostly consist of quaternary ammonium salts mixed with organic solvents such as acetonitrile (ACN) or polycarbonate (PC) (Arulepp et al., 2004; Brazis 
et al., 2010; Libich et al., 2018; Ue et al., 1994). Acetonitrile-based electrolytes are known to have higher conductivity and lower viscosity than PC-based electrolytes (Balducci et al., 2007). Although PC-based electrolytes have lower levels of toxicity and higher flash points, ACN-based electrolytes are preferred because they have a much higher power density (Arulepp et al., 2004; Béguin et al., 2014). Furthermore, because of the wider operating voltage (maximum operative voltage between 2.5–3.0 V) compared to aqueous electrolytes, organic electrolytes are mostly used in commercial products (Brazis et al., 2010; Libich et al., 2018). The capacitance range for carbon materials in organic electrolytes is 50–190 F g–1 (Béguin et al., 2014; Käärik et al., 2020). The major disadvantage of organic electrolytes is the complex manipulation process required to protect them from moisture. 

ILs are organic salts composed of asymmetric cations, which are usually bulkier than anions. ILs occur in liquid form over a broad range of temperatures, including room temperature and below. As electrolytes, they operate under a wide working potential, ranging from 2 to 6 V (Mishra et al., 2020). Despite their wide potential window, ILs are expensive, and because of their relatively high viscosity, they tend to outperform at low capacitance and high resistance. However, recent developments have shown that the high viscosity of ILs can be mitigated by using ILs in solution with organic electrolytes (Mishra et al., 2020). Similar to organic electrolytes, IL-based electrolytes are also extremely sensitive to moisture, which can drastically affect their stability and conductivity (Pohlmann et al., 2013; Shahzad et al., 2019; L. Yu & Chen, 2019). 

[bookmark: _Toc66625343]Electrospinning 

Electrospinning is a versatile and efficient process for producing continuous nanofibers with diameters ranging from submicron to nanometre by applying a high-potential electric field (Karakaş, n.d.). The advantages of electrospun nanofibers are high flexibility, higher surface area compared to regular fibres, and outstanding mechanical properties (Ding & Yu, 2014; Karakaş, n.d.; Ramakrishna et al., 2006). With electrospinning, it is possible to produce nanofibers of different materials in various fibrous assemblies (Ramakrishna 
et al., 2006). Electrospinning is highly attractive both at the lab scale and at the industry level owing to the simplicity of its setup (Karakaş, n.d.; Ramakrishna et al., 2006). In the electrospinning process, a variety of nanofibers can be fabricated for applications in energy storage (Malmberg et al., 2020; A. Yu et al., 2017), healthcare (Babitha et al., 2017), biotechnology (Doyle et al., 2013), and environmental engineering (Doyle et al., 2013).

Electrospinning and electrospraying processes are based on the same physical and electrical mechanisms. However, the main difference is that continuous fibres are formed in electrospinning, whereas small droplets are produced by electrospraying (Karakaş, n.d.). The electrospinning setup at the lab scale consists of a syringe, syringe pump, power supply, and current collector, where the current collector can either be static or rotating. One electrode of power supply is connected to the needle tip of the syringe containing the polymer solution, and the second electrode is attached to the rotating and grounded collector. When a DC voltage is applied, the charge repulsion on the fluid surface causes a force directly opposite to the surface tension of the fluid itself. After the increase of the electric field, the hemispherical surface of the fluid at the tip of the syringe elongates and assumes a conical shape known as the “Taylor cone”. Afterwards, a charged fluid jet is ejected from the tip of the cone. Solvent evaporation takes place on the rotating collector, and fibre formation occurs on the conducting substrate (Aussawasathien, 2006; Karakaş, n.d.; Y. Wang et al., 2016). The electrospinning process (Figure 5) is influenced by several parameters, such as applied voltage, distance between the syringe tip and collector, solution pumping rate, temperature, solution viscosity, and polymer molecular weight (Korycka et al., 2018). 

When the viscosity of the solution is too low, electrospray can occur, causing polymer particles to form instead of fibres. Furthermore, the formation of the beaded fibres tends to occur more often in the case of low solution viscosity (‘Electrospinning Archives’, n.d.).

The applied voltage has a significant influence on the jet stability and fibre morphology, and the solution conductivity is influenced by the polymer type, solvent, and availability of ionisable salts. With an increase in the electrical conductivity of the solution, a significant decrease in the fibre diameter of the electrospun nanofibers occurs (‘Electrospinning Archives’, n.d.; Karakaş, n.d.).

Furthermore, the electrospinning process is affected by the distance between the syringe tip and collector. The distance has a significant influence on the deposition time, evaporation rate, and instability interval. It has been shown that a sufficient distance is needed to allow time to stretch and dry the electrospinning solution before its deposition onto the substrate, since beads or liquid films would appear if the distance is too short or too long (‘Electrospinning Archives’, n.d.; Junoh et al., 2015; Karakaş, n.d.).
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[bookmark: _Toc76244259]Figure 7. (Left center) Scheme of electrospinning process (Junoh et al., 2015). (Right) Formation of a Taylor cone (Electrospinning - CEST - Laboratory Equipment, n.d.).

[bookmark: _Toc66625344]Grinding of carbon materials

For EDL fibrous electrode fabrication, it is important to use carbon with a small particle size (<1 µm). The grinding process of carbon materials improves the formation of conductive networks among carbon particles, binders, and current collectors. The initial particle size of the TiC-based CDC is approximately 1–5 µm. Prolonged milling and sieving are options for producing micron-sized TiC powders (Dyatkin et al., 2016). Various grinding methods exist for carbon materials, such as jet-milling, ball-milling (Dyatkin et al., 2016), planetary ball-milling (Lyu et al., 2017), and others. 

Ball-milling is an efficient approach for reducing the particle size of solids to the nanoscale and is widely used in large-scale production processes owing to its low cost, flexibility, and effectiveness (Lyu et al., 2017). In a planetary mill, the vessels are placed on a rotating disk and rotate around their own axes. The size of the vessels is an important parameter for the efficiency of the process, as a higher distance allows for a higher kinetic energy and thus stronger impacts (Piras et al., 2019). The ball-milling process and its methodology are presented in Figure 4. The conditions of the milling process have a significant influence on the surface area and pore structure of the obtained carbon material (Welham et al., 2002). 
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[bookmark: _Toc76244260]Figure 8. Principle of the ball-milling method (Lyu et al., 2017).

[bookmark: _Toc66625345]Electrospinning of conductive and filler materials

Electrospun fibres can be functionalized by applying additives and nanosized fillers to the electrospinning solution. Solution-based electrospinning is preferred for the electrospinning of filler materials because greater amounts of filler can be injected by wet electrospinning compared to melt spinning, and dispersion can be achieved in a variety of ways for wet processes (Ahn et al., 2020). CNTs are often used as filler materials in PAN-based nanofibers (Heikkila & Harlin, 2009; Wan et al., 2007; Ye et al., 2004). Generally, CNTs are used as reinforcement components; however, they can also be used to modify the electrical properties of the produced nanomaterials (Jeong et al., 2006; Seoul et al., 2003). 

The use of filler materials in the electrospinning solution may influence the fibre-forming process. In addition, fillers can act as charge carriers in the electrospinning solution, causing an increase in the conductivity of the solution, which in turn increases the charge density of the jet and enhances instability during the electrospinning process (Heikkila & Harlin, 2009). Overall, the increase in solution conductivity is reflected in two opposite ways: first, it can cause an increase in the solution flow rate, which leads to a larger fibre diameter; and second, an increase in the net charge density may occur, leading to instabilities, enhancing the whipping stability, and decreasing the fibre diameter (Heikkila & Harlin, 2009; Qin et al., 2007; Zheng et al., 2014).

The effects of fillers and additives on fibre properties vary from system to system depending on the polymer, solvent, and additive (Heikkila & Harlin, 2009).

Additionally, carbon black (CB) is used to form conductive nanofibers. CB is a polycrystalline material in which spherical carbon particles are obtained by the incomplete combustion or pyrolysis of hydrocarbons entangled in grape-like clusters. CB has the advantages of high dispersibility, good processability in mixtures, and low cost (Ahn et al., 2020; Donnet, 1993). Several studies have focused on the electrospinning of CB fillers using different types of polymer matrices; however, produced fibres tend to have poor mechanical properties due to fibre agglomerates, even if they exhibit high conductivity. Therefore, it is necessary to develop composite nanofibers with high tensile strength and high electrical conductivity (Ahn et al., 2020).

Additionally, CNT and CB filler materials have also been studied using activated carbon or graphene particles in the electrospinning solution. Graphene-based electrospun nanofibers have enhanced mechanical, electrical, and morphological properties with increased diameter and/or porosity. Several studies have demonstrated the successful use of graphene and activated carbon as filler materials for nanofibers (Javed et al., 2019; Tõnurist et al., 2014). 

[bookmark: _Toc66625346]Electrospun supercapacitors

High porosity, low density, and facile incorporation of various components into a single nanofiber can be achieved by electrospinning; therefore, it is an attractive means to produce nanomaterials with high reproducibility and simplicity for energy storage applications (Miao & Liu, 2019, p. 2). The latest developments in electrospun electrodes can be categorised into three groups based on their charge-storage mechanism: EDL capacitive materials, pseudocapacitive materials, and hybrid materials (Miao & Liu, 2019).

Carbon nanofibers with good mechanical, thermal, and electrical properties are suitable for energy storage applications. In the case of CNTs, the main precursor materials are PAN, polyimide (PI), poly(vinylidene fluoride) (PVDF), poly(vinyl alcohol) (PVA), and cellulose, which can be converted into carbon nanofibers by carbonisation at high temperatures. To enhance their properties for energy storage applications, poly(methyl methacrylate) (PMMA) and polystyrene (PS) are used as sacrificial phases and removed after heat treatment to increase the surface area of the microporous and mesoporous structures of the produced nanofibers (Mao et al., 2013; Miao & Liu, 2019). Additionally, other activation processes through various gaseous species, such as carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide, and methane, can be carried out during the high-temperature carbonisation of carbon nanofibers to enhance their properties. In general, carbon nanofibers exhibit a surface area of 1000–2000 m2 g–1 and pore size distribution in the range of 2–5 nm, with a gravimetric capacitance of 100–120 F g–1 in organic electrolytes (K. Wei & Kim, 2014).

CNTs are often used to increase specific capacitance and energy. By applying mechanical reinforcement materials to carbon nanofiber/CNT composites, the properties of such electrode materials become suitable for energy storage applications. Guo et al. showed that hybrid carbon nanofibers containing CNTs produced by electrospinning, followed by carbonisation and activation using mixed hydrogenperoxide/water steam at 650 °C, reached a capacitance of up to 310 F g–1 in aqueous 1.0 M H2SO4 electrolyte (Guo et al., 2009). Additionally, CNT-activated carbon materials can also be used as filler or capacitive components in nanofibers for energy storage applications. However, there are only a few studies on the use of activated carbon in combination with electrospun 
fibres. Tõnurist et al. successfully proposed a multistep electrode preparation method by electrospinning commercial activated carbon for energy storage applications (Tõnurist 
et al., 2014).

Composite electrode materials with carbon nanofibers are also composed of conductive polymers, of which polyaniline (PANi) is the most promising. However, one of the main disadvantages of PANi-based fibres in supercapacitor applications is their poor cyclability, which is generally mitigated by the addition of CNTs, graphene, and carbon aerogels to electrode materials (Miao & Liu, 2019). Yan et al. reported a composite PANi/carbon nanofiber electrode with a specific capacitance of up to 638 F g–1 in an aqueous 1.0 M H2SO4 electrolyte (Yan et al., 2011). 

In addition to carbon composite materials and conductive polymers, electrode materials from nanofibers can also be composed of metal oxides containing Ni, Co, Cu, and Ag. The capacitance level of metal-doped, nanofiber-based electrode materials can reach very high values; for example, that of carbon nanofiber–Co can reach 911 F g–1 in aqueous 1.0 M H2SO4 electrolyte. However, such composite electrode materials are relatively expensive owing to their large production scale (Miao & Liu, 2019). 

[bookmark: _Toc66625347]Electrochemical evaluation methods for supercapacitors 

An electrochemical double-layer is established whenever an ionically conducting phase, electrolyte solution, and electronically conducting phase, metal, or carbonaceous surface, are brought into contact (Bärtsch et al., n.d.; Ge et al., 2020). To evaluate the performance of the solid/electrolyte interface system, three classical electrochemical evaluation methods are commonly used: cyclic voltammetry (CV), electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS), and galvanostatic cycling (GC). 

CV is a technique that measures the current that develops in an electrochemical cell under conditions in which the voltage is in excess of that predicted (Rajendran, 2016). 
The CV method is generally used to investigate the reduction and oxidation processes of molecular species. In addition, CV enables the investigation of chemical reactions, which includes catalysis (Elgrishi et al., 2018). By applying a constant voltage scan rate dU/dt, an ideal capacitor should provide a constant current in the CV (Bärtsch et al., n.d.).

The output of the electrochemical test method strongly depends on the unit cell configuration, which is divided into two categories: three- or two-electrode configurations (Stoller & Ruoff, 2010). A three-electrode configuration is commonly used to evaluate the performance of an electrode material or electrolyte and consists of a working electrode, reference electrode, and counter electrode. It is important to note that in a three-electrode configuration, only the working electrode is analysed. In a two-electrode configuration, the each electrode is analysed (Stoller & Ruoff, 2010). Examples of CV measurements with three- and two-electrode configurations are shown in Figure 9.
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[bookmark: _Toc76244261]Figure 9. Examples of two- and three- electrode cell configurations: A) current vs. potential and B) potential vs. time performance (Shao et al., 2018).



EIS is a relatively powerful technique for characterising materials and interfaces and is capable of measuring impedance over a wide range of frequencies (between 10–6 Hz and 109 Hz). EIS helps to determine the electrical properties of heterogeneous systems, such as membrane–electrolyte or composite membrane systems. It enables the electrical contribution of each sublayer to be estimated separately using impedance plots and equivalent circuits as models, where the different parts of the circuit are related to the structural transport properties. EIS measurement data are analysed by the complex plane method using a Nyquist plot (–Zimg vs Zreal) (Asaka, 1990; Benavente, 2005; Benavente 
et al., 1998). For porous electrode materials, Nyquist plots typically consist of three regions: a small, depressed semicircle at higher alternating current (AC) frequencies (RAB); a porous region with a nearly –45° slope (RBC); and a double-layer capacitance region with a slope of −90° (RC in Figure 10). The semicircle describes the electrolyte resistance, which consists of the contact resistance of the carbon/metal collector and the electrolyte resistance in the separator. The porous region describes double-layer charging in mesopores, and the double-layer region describes the charging of the carbon micropores (Mei et al., 2018). An example of a Nyquist plot is shown in Figure 10.
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[bookmark: _Toc76244262]Figure 10. Nyquist plot of typical EDL device (Mei et al., 2018).

Galvanostatic cycling is the accepted measurement method for determining the capacitance of commercial supercapacitors and is thus more closely related to how applications typically apply an electrical load to the supercapacitor. In the GC method, after charging the capacitor with a power source, the capacitor is discharged over a known resistor or with a power supply, and the evolution of the current and voltage is monitored (Bärtsch et al., n.d.; Stoller & Ruoff, 2010). An example of a galvanostatic curve describing the dependence of the current and voltage behaviour during cycling is presented in Figure 11. 
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[bookmark: _Toc76244263]Figure 11. Current and voltage curves of EDL capacitors during constant current charge–discharge.

[bookmark: _Toc66625348]Summary of literature review and aim of the study 

Supercapacitors are energy storage devices with a long cycle life and fast charge–discharge capability. Traditional supercapacitor electrodes are fabricated in the form of films, activated carbon slurries, or carbon fabrics. In recent years, thin-layered electrodes have gained increasing interest and importance. Such materials have profound benefits in mechanically demanding applications, such as wearable devices, smart textiles, and space applications. Therefore, a targeted balance must be achieved between the mechanical, electrical, and electrochemical properties of the electrodes. Existing commercial electrode technologies lack compatibility in such applications because of their limited mechanical properties and high cost. 

Electrospinning is a powerful method for producing nanofibers with versatile properties. The electrospinning process has strong potential not only for lab applications but also for larger production scales. Parameters such as solution properties, processing, and ambient parameters of electrospinning play a crucial role in achieving a stable and uniform fibre-forming process. Various polymers and additives can be used to achieve the desired properties of electrospun fibres. PAN is one of the most commonly used polymers for electrospinning owing to its versatility. Recently, PAN has gained interest because of its potential as a precursor material for the electrospinning of carbon materials for applications such as energy storage. For energy storage, one of the most important properties is the high surface area of the electrodes used. Carbonaceous additives such as CDC, CNTS, and graphene have been used to increase the surface area of electrospun fibres. CDC is known for its versatile properties, such as a narrow pore-size distribution and high surface area (>1000 m2 g–1). For EDL applications, it is important to match the carbon pore size with the ion size of the electrolyte, ensuring access to the carbon surface by having a sufficient amount of transport channels, and, with decreasing distance between charges, in the double layer.

The aim of this study was to develop a thin-layered, CDC-based fibrous electrode material with the highest possible capacitance and long cycle life suitable for energy storage applications, without the use of any destructive post-treatment processes. 
To accomplish this, it was important to determine the balance between the capacitance and the mechanical properties of thin-layered fibrous electrodes. The following objectives were set:

· To develop a new procedure for the preparation of directly electrospun, 
CDC-based fibrous electrodes with improved mechanical properties without further processing (etc pyrolysis, carbonization).

· To determine the optimum electrode composition for achieving a balance between the electrochemical and mechanical properties of the nanofiber-based electrodes.

· To determine the influence of aqueous and organic electrolytes on the capacitance and ESR of the electrospun fibrous electrodes.

· To understand the influence of aqueous and organic electrolytes on the power and energy densities of the fibrous electrodes.



The following activities were performed to accomplish these objectives: 

· The effects of various ratios of CDC/CB were studied in terms of the composition of electrospun fibrous electrodes.

· The effects of mechanical densification of electrospun fibrous mats were studied. 

· The morphology, porosity, and mechanical, thermal, and other properties of electrospun fibrous electrodes were studied.

· The electrochemical performance of fibrous electrodes in aqueous and 
non-aqueous electrolytes was studied in three- and two-electrode configurations. 






[bookmark: _Toc66625349][bookmark: _Hlk53854254]Experimental section

This chapter provides an overview of the materials used in the present work, as well as the processing and analysis methods applied to evaluate the properties of the CDC-based fibrous electrospun electrodes. As previously stated, the main purpose was to develop thin-layered, durable, CDC-based composite fibrous electrodes without applying any destructive carbonization processes, which change the composition of the fibres or diminish their mechanical properties. Various electrode compositions and their mechanical properties were studied before the optimum fibre composition was achieved. In addition, various electrode–electrolyte combinations were investigated for developing a thin-layered, durable EDL. An overview of the materials and methods used in this PhD thesis is presented in Table 1. 

[bookmark: _Toc72058121]Table 1. Materials and methods (used in the work)

		Materials 

		Studied aspects

		Characterisation methods

		Aim of the paper

		Paper



		Polymer: PAN

Solvent: DMF

Additives: CDC, CB, EMImBF4

Electrolyte: TEMABF4/ACN

		CDC/CB content variation, densification of fibrous electrode material



		SEM, N2 -adsorption,

BET, mechanical testing, CV, EIS

		Development of electrospun fibrous DC-based electrode

		Paper I



		Polymer: PAN

Solvent: DMF

Additives: CDC, CB, EMImBF4

Electrolytes: TEMABF4/ACN, 

TEABF4/ACN, SBPBF4/ACN, EMImBF4/ACN, EMImTFSI/ACN 

		Physical analysis of selected optimal electrode material,

Influence of organic electrolytes to electrochemical performance: quaternary ammonium, ionic liquids

		SEM, TGA, N2 adsorption, BET, mechanical testing, CV, GC, EIS

		Study the effect of organic electrolytes on the electrochemical performance of electrospun fibrous CDC-based electrodes

		Paper II



		Polymer: PAN

Solvent: DMF

Additives: CDC, CB, EMImBF4

Electrolytes: 

NaNO3/H2O, 

KNO3/H2O, 

Na2SO4/H2O, 

SBPBF4/ACN, EMImTFSI/ACN

		Physical analysis of selected optimal electrode material,

Influence of aqueous electrolytes to electrochemical performance: 

		SEM,

thermal analysis (TGA), N2 adsorption, BET, mechanical testing, 

FTIR, CV, GC, EIS

		Study the effect of aq.electrolytes on the electro-chemical perfor-mance of electro-spun electrodes. The cycle-life study of electro-spun EDL capaci-tors.

		Paper III





[bookmark: _Toc66625350]




Materials

Polyacrylonitrile (Sigma Aldrich, Mw = 150 000 g mol–1) was chosen as the polymer and dimethylformamide (≥99.9% purity, Sigma Aldrich) as the solvent for the electrospinning process. Carbide-derived carbon, synthesised from titanium carbide by Skeleton Technologies OÜ, was used as the main EDL capacitive material in electrode formation due to its highly porous structure and narrow pore size distribution. For this purpose, 
the TiC precursor was converted to CDC by Cl2 treatment at 900 °C. To remove chlorine residues, a hydrogen gas purification step at 800 °C was applied. The specific surface area of the synthesised CDC was 1580 m2 g−1, with an initial particle size of 1–5 µm. Carbon black (Timcal) was used as a conductive additive to improve the contact between the CDC particles. The ionic liquid EMIm-BF4 (≥99.0% purity, Sigma Aldrich) was used to increase the conductivity of the electrospinning solution, which is required to achieve a stable fibre-forming process during electrospinning. 

[bookmark: _Toc66625351]Methods

[bookmark: _Toc66625352]Solution and electrode preparation 

Prior to the preparation of the electrospinning solution PAN + CDC/CB + DMF + EMIm-BF4, the CDC powder (≈1 – 5 µm) was milled using a planetary ball mill (Retch PM 100) under an N2 atmosphere for 1 h. The milling process was applied to reduce the initial particle size of the CDC to less than 0.8 µm.

For electrospinning solution preparation, the dispersion of CB, CDC, and DMF was prepared through ultrasonic treatment (Node ultrasonic homogeniser from Bandelin Sonoplus, Germany, with a 1 cm diameter nozzle) for 2 h. To avoid overheating of the solution, the glass vessel was placed in an ice bath. The weight ratio between CB/CDC was varied at 80/20, 85/15, 90/10, and 100/0 in Paper I (for Papers II and III, the ratio between CDC/CB was kept constant at 80/20, respectively). Thereafter, 7 wt% of PAN was added to the carbon dispersion and dissolved by mechanical stirring for another 24 h at 40 °C. The ratio between PAN and carbon was kept constant at 50/50 throughout the study. Prior to electrospinning, 15 wt% (by weight of the entire solution) of IL (EMIm-BF4) was added to the solution, and additional mechanical stirring (0.5 h) was applied at 40 °C. A schematic diagram of the solution preparation is shown in Figure 7.
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[bookmark: _Toc76244264]Figure 12. Solution preparation process.



[bookmark: _Toc66625353]Electrospinning process

Electrospinning was carried out using an in-house-built horizontal electrospinning setup (see Figure 13) with a cylindrical rotating, grounded drum covered with carbon-precoated aluminium foil (Toyal Aluminium K.K). A syringe pump from the New Area Pump System was used for continuous solution flow. The solution feed rate was between 0.3 and 
1.5 ml h−1. The choice of the feed rate depended upon the solution viscosity (for Papers II and III, the pumping rate was 0.5 ml h–1). The solutions were electrospun in a voltage range of 15–18 kV with a distance range of 8–10 cm between the spinneret (needle of the syringe) and rotating drum collector. After electrospinning, electrode densification was carried out using a hydraulic mechanical press (Scamia) to increase the conductivity of the fibrous electrode.



[image: ]

[bookmark: _Toc76244265]Figure 13. Electrospinning setup.

[bookmark: _Toc66625354]Characterisation of electrospun CDC-based fibrous electrodes

The morphology of the electrospun CDC-based fibrous electrodes was analysed by scanning electron microscopy (SEM; Gemini Zeiss Ultra 55). No conductive coating was deposited on the samples. 

The thermal stability of the electrospun fibrous electrodes was evaluated by thermal gravimetric analysis (TGA, Labsys Evo TG DTA Omni Star). The fibrous electrode samples were torn into small pieces to achieve a uniform sample structure and placed in a crucible. Thermal analysis was performed in an artificial air atmosphere (21% O2 and 79% Ar). 
The total gas flow was set to 30 mL h–1. The temperature increase rate was set to 
5 °C min–1, and the sample was heated to 600 °C (see Figure 2 in Paper II).

The porosities of the carbon constituent and the electrospun fibrous electrodes were determined from N2 adsorption at −196 °C using a surface area and porosity analyser (NOVA touch LX2, Quantachrome Instruments). The specific surface area (SBET) of the carbon samples was calculated according to the Brunauer–Emmett–Teller theory in the P/P0 pressure interval of 0.02–0.2, and the total pore volume (Vtot) was calculated at a P/P0 of 0.97. The calculations of the pore size distribution (PSD) were performed using a quenched solid density functional theory (QSDFT) and equilibria model for slit-type pores. Before measurement, the carbon samples were degassed under vacuum at 300 °C for 12 h. In the case of the fibrous electrode materials, the temperature was reduced to 100 °C.

The mechanical properties of the fibrous electrodes were tested using an Instron 5866 tensile-testing machine. For this approach, sample ribbons (five specimens of each sample) were cut into rectangular shapes with dimensions 10.0 × 4.5 mm. The strength of the electrospun CDC-based electrodes was evaluated based on the specific stress at maximum load. To calculate the specific stress, the density ρ of each specimen was calculated according to Equation (3):

ρ , (3)



where m is the weight of the electrode, and V is the volume of the electrode.



[bookmark: bfd2]Thereafter, the specific stress σsp was calculated using Equation (4):



, (4)



where F is the force, and A is the width of the sample (Ko and Wan, 2014).



The interactions within the polymer and electrolyte in fibrous mats treated with several aqueous electrolytes were analysed by Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR; Interspec 200-X). To evaluate the influence of the electrolytes on the intermolecular interactions in the PAN/DMF fibres, the specimens were submerged in the electrolyte for 48 h. The treated specimens were then washed several times with distilled water to remove the electrolyte salt residues. The specimens were dried under vacuum at 95 °C for 24 h to remove the water.

[bookmark: _Toc66625355]Electrochemical evaluation

In the present study, three-electrode (asymmetric) and two-electrode (symmetric) test cells were used to analyse the EDL properties of the studied materials. In the case of 
three-electrode cells, a counter electrode (CE) with a diameter of 15 mm was constructed from a high-surface-area carbon film attached to an aluminium (used with organic electrolytes) or gold collector (used with aqueous electrolytes). Reference electrodes (Ref) were selected according to the type of electrolyte: the organic electrolyte had a carbon reference, and the aqueous solution had a AgǀAgCl reference. A working electrode (WE) with a diameter of 6 mm was used as the fibrous electrospun CDC-based electrode with an average coat weight 1.86 g m–2. The WE and CE were interleaved using a 1 mm thick glass fibre separator membrane (Whatman). For the two-electrode configuration, two symmetrical electrodes (15 mm diameter) separated by a cellulose separator (Nippon Kodoshi) were used. Prior to the assembly of both types of electrochemical test cells, electrodes were dried at 100 °C for 24 h under vacuum (≈1 mbar) to remove moisture and obtain the dry weight of the electrode material. After assembly, the cells were vacuumed and filled with non-aqueous electrolyte (further details can be found in Papers I and II) or with aqueous electrolytes (Paper III). 

Cyclic voltammetry, galvanostatic cycling, and electrochemical impedance spectroscopy tests were performed to evaluate the electrochemical performance of the electrospun CDC-based fibrous electrodes. Electrochemical measurements were carried out at room temperature using a VMP3 (BioLogic Science Instruments; Paper I) and Gamry Interface 1010 E equipment (Papers II and III).

The differential capacitance (C) was calculated from the CV measurements according to Equation (5):



, (5)



where  is the positively charged electrode capacitance;  is the negatively charged electrode capacitance; i is the current, read at fixed electrode potentials; and v is the applied voltage scan rate. All current values were obtained from the third CV discharge cycle. 

The integrated capacitance (CGC) of the electrodes was calculated by performing constant current experiments according to Equation (6) (Conway, 1999; Stojanovska et al., 2019):

, (6)                                        

where I is the current, dt is the discharge time, and ΔE is the potential range of the positively or negatively charged electrodes. To calculate the specific capacitance (in F g–1 or F cm3) of the CDC and electrode, Equation (7) was used: 



, (7)



where m is the weight of the carbon in electrode, and V is the volume of the electrode.



The resistance and ESR were evaluated using the EIS method. EIS spectra were measured in the various AC frequency ranges at the amplitude of the sinusoidal voltage of 5 mV (details can be found in Papers II and III). The total impedance (Z) of the RC circuits is described by Equation (8):

 , (8)

where Z’ is the real impedance, Z’ is the imaginary impedance, is the imaginary number ω is the angular frequency ω=2f, and Cs is the series capacitance.

Rs values were determined by frequency response analysis and were equal to the real impedance (see Equation (9)).

Rs = Z´, (9)

The series capacitance (CS) values from EIS were calculated according to Equation (10) (Torop et al., 2011).

, (10).

[bookmark: _Toc66625356]Results and discussion

[bookmark: _Toc66625357]Development of electrospun fibrous electrode

The electrospun fibrous CDC-based electrodes were optimised in Paper I. Mechanical densification was applied to improve the contact between each fibre in the electrospun electrode because the fibres tend to accumulate in relatively fluffy stacks on the collector during the electrospinning process. The hypothesis was that by decreasing the physical free space between fibres, the conductivity of the fibrous electrode will improve, thereby decreasing the resistance and increasing the capacitance. The basis for the high conductivity and capacitance of the electrode material is the good electrical contact between the carbon particles. Conductive additives and calendaring processes are also commonly used in conventional supercapacitor electrodes (Mitchell et al., 2013). A study on the densification pressure and temperature was carried out to clarify the influence of densification on the electrochemical performance of the fibrous supercapacitor electrodes. To analyse the effect of various densification parameters on the electrochemical performance of the fibrous electrodes, symmetrical test cells were assembled using a 
1.8 M TEMA-BF4/ACN electrolyte solution. CV and EIS measurements were performed to evaluate the capacitance and resistance values. The electrochemical characteristics obtained from the densification pressure and temperature studies are presented in Table 2. 



[bookmark: _Toc72058122]Table 2. Electrochemical characteristics of densification studies (two-electrode measurements).

		CDC/CB

		Densification

		Conductivity of fibrous membrane

		

		C by CV (5 mV s–1 0–2 V)

		Rs (at 1 kHz)

		Specific energy



		

		Pressure

		Temperature

		

		Density of electrode

		Specific Capacitance

		Specific Resistance

		



		

		MPa

		°C

		nS cm–1

		g cm-3

		F g–1

		Ohm cm2

		J g–1



		85/15

		0

		25

		

		0.31

		11.3

		18.5

		7.5



		

		0.6

		

		

		0.61

		84.3

		16.8

		55.7



		

		1.2

		

		

		0.65

		93.5

		7.3

		61.8



		

		2.5

		

		

		0.70

		100.6

		8.8

		66.6



		80/20

		2.5

		25

		

		0.76

		95.3

		5.2

		63.0



		

		

		75

		

		0.84

		114.0

		2.4

		74.0



		

		

		95

		

		0.92

		111.9

		2.5

		75.4



		

		

		125

		

		0.94

		89.4

		5.4

		59.1



		80/20

		2.5

		75

		30

		0.84

		114.0

		2.4

		74.0



		85/15

		

		

		16

		0.70

		98.6

		4.7

		65.2



		90/10

		

		

		10

		

		73.0

		4.8

		48.3



		100/0

		

		

		10

		

		46.5

		17.0

		30.7







The investigation of densification pressure showed a significant increase in the specific capacitance of the fibrous-electrode-based symmetric test cells. By increasing the pressure up to 2.5 MPa, the specific capacitance increased by nine fold. At the same time, 
the resistance value of the fibrous electrodes decreased by approximately 50% compared to the non-densified electrodes. In addition, by increasing the densification pressure to 2.5 MPa, a capacitance comparable to that of commercial carbon-based electrodes was achieved.

Furthermore, to study the effect of the densification temperature on the electrochemical performance, electrodes were densified at a constant pressure of 2.5 MPa in the temperature range of 25–125°C. Based on the electrochemical evaluation, a maximum specific capacitance of 114 F g–1 was achieved at a densification temperature of 75 °C; thereafter, a capacitance drop was observed. This is in good correlation with the fibre morphology influenced by the densification temperature, as observed by SEM 
(see Figure 14). The fibrous structure of the electrospun electrodes remained at a densification temperature of 75 °C (see Figure 14A–D). By increasing the temperature to 95 °C, which is close to the glass transition temperature of PAN (100 °C) (Bashir & Nagar, n.d.), the fibres are partly melted together (see Figure 14E–F). The fibres were melted or destroyed when the glass transition temperature was exceeded, as can be seen in Figure 14G–H and Figure 2, Paper I. Damage to the fibre structure leads to insufficient electrical double-layer performance due to the higher electrical resistance (see Figure 6A, Paper I). The increase in resistance was due to partial bond breakage of the fibres, excessive compaction of the electrode material, and a significant reduction in voids between fibres (reduced electrode porosity), which results in the inhibition of the diffusion of electrolyte ions.
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[bookmark: _Toc76244266]Figure 14. SEM analysis of electrospun samples with two different magnifications and densification temperatures: A,B) 25 °C; C,D) 75 °C; E,F) 95 °C; and G,H) 125 °C.

The observations made by SEM analysis are also supported by the mechanical properties of the obtained fibres. One of the main advantages of the fibrous structure of the studied CDC-based electrospun electrodes is their flexibility and mechanical durability over conventional roll-pressed or casted electrodes. Similar to the morphological analysis, it was indicated that by increasing the densification temperature close to the glass transition temperature of PAN, the specific stress of the fibres significantly decreases (see Figure 3, Paper I). Therefore, the optimum parameters (i.e., those that do not significantly affect mechanical properties of the fibres) were a densification pressure of 2.5 MPa and temperature of 75 °C. 

The important parameters for supercapacitors are the electrode conductivity and capacitance. Optimisation of the CDC as the active material and CB as the conductive additive was carried out as discussed in Paper I. For this study, four different weight ratios of CDC and CB were tested: 80/20, 85/15, 90/10, and 100/0, respectively. The hypothesis was that by increasing the CDC content in the fibrous electrodes, the adsorption surface of the electrolyte ions increases, and thus also the EDL capacitance. To characterise the prepared electrode samples with various CDC and CB ratios, the optimum densification pressure (2.5 MPa) and temperature (75 °C) were applied. The characteristics of the tested electrode samples are listed in Table 2. The highest specific capacitance of 114 F g–1 and lowest resistance of 2.4 Ω cm2 were achieved with a CDC/CB ratio of 80/20. The resistance of the material started to increase, and the capacitance began to decrease when the CDC content was increased to over 80%, owing to the lack of a conductive additive that connects the larger CDC particles. Conductive additive bridges are needed to improve the electrical contacts between high-surface-area CDC particles, which also ensures EDL capacitance. This phenomenon can also be seen in the decrease of material conductivity values with decreasing conductive additive content; the conductivity of the electrospun fibrous electrode is also decreased. However, because the surface area of the CDC is multiple times higher than that of CB (SBET for CDC is ≈1640 m2 g–1 and 63 m2 g–1 for CB), the specific capacitance starts decreasing again upon decreasing the CDC content of the electrode to below 80%. With a CB/CDC ratio of 60/40, the specific capacitance reached only 5.5 F g–1. Therefore, the optimum CDC/CB ratio for fibrous supercapacitor electrodes was selected as 80/20.

Because one of the advantages of supercapacitors is the wide operating temperature range, the thermal properties of the fibrous electrode produced by the optimum parameters (i.e., CDC/CB ratio of 80/20) were investigated by thermal gravimetric analysis (TGA). TGA identified three main stages of weight loss, as presented in Table 3 and Figure 2 of Paper II. The first component of the electrospun CDC-based fibrous electrode, which starts to decompose, is the polymer. The mass loss of the polymer occurs between 247 and 317 °C with an early shoulder at 290 °C. This temperature range refers to several parallel or competing reaction kinetics. In the next mass-loss stage, when the temperature is between and 318–442 °C, IL EMIm-BF4 degrades. In the last stage, at temperatures above 600 °C, decomposition of the carbon materials occurs. 



[bookmark: _Toc72058123]Table 3. Decomposition characteristics of fibrous electrospun electrode.

		 

		Degradation Temperature

		Average mass loss*

		Temperature (from the literature)

		Reference



		

		°C

		%

		°C

		



		PAN

		247–317

		5.6

		260

		(Salles et al., 2010)



		EMIm-BF4

		318–442

		25

		333–445

		(Hao & Lin, 2013)



		CDC+CB

		600

		72

		≈600

		(Sarfraz et al., 2020)





*Mass loss in the degradation temperature range



[bookmark: _Toc66625358] Stability study of fibrous CDC-based electrodes in various electrolytes

[bookmark: _Toc66625359]Electrochemical stability study of aqueous electrolytes 

The electrochemical stability of electrospun fibrous electrodes was tested in three different 1.0 M aqueous electrolytes: Na2SO4-H2O, NaNO3-H2O, and KNO3-H2O with asymmetric test-cell configuration vs AgǀAgCl reference electrode. The characteristics of the anions and cations of the electrolytes are listed in Table 4, and their conductivity and pH are listed in Table 2 of Paper III. The potential stability of the fibrous electrodes was tested using the CV method with a potential scan rate of 5 mV s–1. The measured cyclic voltammograms are shown in Figure 15. 

[bookmark: _Toc72058124]Table 4. Characteristics of anions and cations of aqueous electrolytes (Israelachvili, 2011; Pal et al., 2019).

		Cation

		Ionic radii, Å

		Solvated ionic radii, Å

		Anion

		Ionic radii, Å

		Solvated ionic radii, Å

		Structural formula



		Na+

		0.95

		3.59

		SO42–

		2.42

		3.79
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		Na+

		0.95

		3.59

		NO3–

		1.89

		3.4
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		K+

		1.33

		3.34

		NO3–

		1.89

		3.4
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Description automatically generated][bookmark: _Toc76244267]Figure 15. Cyclic voltammograms of measured aqueous electrolytes with fibrous electrodes.



The electrochemical potential stability of the fibrous electrodes was observed by replacing the Na+ cation with K+ and the SO42– anion with NO3–. With aqueous electrolytes, hydrogen reduction and water oxidation reactions are well-known processes that take place on the negative or positive electrode potential limits, respectively. The previously mentioned processes are more pronounced with sodium-based electrolytes than with potassium-based electrolytes, where the potential limits have not yet been achieved. With replacement of K+ with Na+, an exponential current increase at negative electrode potentials was observed, indicating parallel hydrogen and sodium adsorption processes, while no exponential increase in current was observed with replacement of SO42– with NO3–. 

Higher current density values were achieved with sodium-based electrolytes at negative electrode potentials compared to potassium-based electrolytes. The achieved current density difference can be explained by the approximately 30% smaller dehydrated ion size of sodium ions compared to potassium ions. It should be noted that the difference in ion sizes is smaller in the case of hydrate ions; however, it must be taken into account that ions move and may be adsorbed in hydrated or partially hydrated form (Ghrib, 2018). Surprisingly, with positive electrode potentials, no difference in the current response was observed between sulphate and nitrate anions despite the difference in ion sizes. 

Furthermore, to analyse the stability of the fibrous electrode in aqueous electrolytes, FTIR analysis was performed on electrode samples treated with the same aqueous electrolyte solutions studied in the electrochemical analysis (ATR measurements with diamond crystal peaks in the 2300 – 1900 1cm-1 region). To understand the intermolecular interactions within the nanofibrous electrodes, the samples were soaked in the studied aqueous electrolytes. Sample preparation is described in detail in Paper III. The IR absorption spectra comparison between the treated and non-treated electrode samples is presented in Figure 16. 
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[bookmark: _Toc76244268]Figure 16. IR absorption spectrum: A) PAN fibre and B) PAN fibres soaked in aqueous electrolytes Na2SO4-H2O, NaNO3-H2O, and KNO3-H2O.

The reference data in Figure 16A show the main peaks of the pure electrospun PAN fibres. The strong adsorption peak at 2245 cm–1 corresponds to the nitrile group, CΞN. Furthermore, three band groups attributed to main chain are located at 1245 cm–1 (C–C stretching vibrations), 2936/1360 cm–1 (C–H symmetric stretch) and at 1450/1071 cm–1 (in-plane and out-of-plane bending, respectively) (Conley & Bieron, 1963; Lee et al., 2012; J. Li et al., 2013). When the PAN fibres were exposed to various aqueous electrolytes, there were no evident changes in the main peak intensities or areas, indicating a stable electrode material (see Figure 16B). However, in the IR spectra of the treated fibre samples, peaks corresponding to the anions of the used electrolytes were observed due to strong salt anion adsorption to the fibre surface. As in the case of nitrate-based electrolyte fibre samples, peaks indicating asymmetric and symmetric stretching of the NO3– group were evident at 1356 cm–1 and 835 cm–1, respectively (Lee et al., 2012). With sulphate-based electrolyte fibre samples, asymmetric stretching of SO42– anions was observed at 1123 cm–1 and 615 cm–1 (Surianarayanan et al., 1998). A more detailed analysis of the FTIR spectra can be found in Paper III. 

[bookmark: _Toc66625360] Electrochemical stability of organic electrolytes 

The electrochemical stability of electrospun fibrous electrodes was tested in two quaternary-ammonium-based and two IL-based electrolytes: 1.5 M spiro-(1,10)-bipyrrolidinium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile (SBP-BF4/ACN) and 1.8M triethylmethyl-ammonium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile (TEMA-BF4/ACN) were selected as quaternary ammonium-based electrolytes; and 1.5 M 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazoliumbis(trifluoromethylsulphonyl)imide in acetonitrile (EMIm-TFSI/ACN) and 1.5 M 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile (EMIm-BF4/ACN) were selected as IL-based electrolytes. All four electrolytes were tested with an asymmetric test cell configuration versus a carbon reference electrode. The characteristics of the anions and cations in the electrolytes are listed in Table 5. The electrochemical potential stability of the fibrous electrodes in organic electrolytes was tested using the CV method with a potential scan rate of 1 mV s–1. The positive and negative potential limits were evaluated according to the methods described by Xu (Xu, 1999) and Weingarth (Weingarth et al. (2013). The measured cyclic voltammograms are shown in Fig. 17. 

At negative electrode potentials, where cation adsorption occurs, wider potential limits and higher Coulombic efficiencies are observed for both organic and IL-based electrolytes. The widest potential window of 3 V was achieved with fibrous electrodes in SBP-BF4/ACN electrolyte, where the negative and positive potential limit were determined at –1.7 V and 1.3 V (vs Ref), respectively. A lower electrochemical stability was observed with the 
TEMA-BF4/ACN electrolyte, in which a Columbic efficiency of <90% was recorded with both positive and negative electrode potentials. This surprisingly low efficiency can be explained by exceeding the EDL limits of the electrode potentials of such systems when recording voltammograms. Therefore, possible side reactions upon the adsorption of ions into the carbon pores were also included. 

As expected, IL-based electrolytes have a wider potential window compared to quaternary-ammonium-based electrolytes. In general, the widest potential window of 
3.5 V was achieved using the EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte with negative and positive electrode potential limits of up to –2 V and +1.5 V (vs Ref), respectively, without a 
rapid decrease in Columbic efficiency. For the negative electrode potentials of the 
EMIm-BF4/ACN, an exponential increase in current was observed already at –1.6 V with an additional reproducible peak at –0.5 V. The appearance of such an extra peak in the EDL region indicates the formation of surface functional groups on the carbon electrode surface. Furthermore, the formation of surface functional groups on the carbon surface can block the carbon pores, resulting in insufficient adsorption of electrolyte ions and lower electrochemical stability. This can lead to a decrease in the capacitance because electrolyte adsorption can occur not only in the case of solvated ions, but also in a partially or entirely solvated state, which doubles the size of the electrolyte ion in acetonitrile solution (see Table 5). The solvated electrolyte ion includes salt ions as well as the solvent interface (Ghrib, 2018). 




		Cation

		Ionic radii, Å

		Solvated ionic radii, Å

		Anion

		Ionic radii, Å

		Solvated ionic radii, Å

		Structural formula



		SBP+

		4.20

		8.40

		BF4–

		4.6

		11.6

		[image: ]



		TEMA+

		3.27

		6.54

		BF4–

		4.6

		11.6

		[image: ]



		EMIm+

		3.26

		6.52

		TFSI–

		2.27

		4.54

		







		EMIm+

		3.26

		6.52

		BF4–

		4.6

		11.6

		[image: ]





[bookmark: _Toc72058125]Table 5. Characteristics of anions and cations of organic electrolytes.
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[bookmark: _Toc76244269]Figure 17. Cyclic voltammograms of measured organic electrolytes with fibrous electrodes.

[bookmark: _Toc66625361]Electrochemical characteristics of various electrolytes 

The EDL capacitance values of fibrous-CDC-based electrode materials in aqueous and organic electrolytes were evaluated using the galvanostatic cycling method. The potential limits for organic and aqueous electrolytes were selected based on the potential stability limits determined by the CV method. Therefore, for aqueous electrolytes, the potential limits for positively and negatively charged electrodes were selected as +0.6 V and –0.6 V (vs Ref), respectively. For the organic electrolytes, the limits for positively and negatively charged electrodes were set higher, at +1.2 V and –1.2 V (vs Ref), respectively, due to the wider potential stability, as shown in Figure 17. As mentioned earlier, the narrower potential stability of aqueous electrolytes is caused by water decomposition (Béguin et al., 2014). The current density for both types of electrolytes was selected as 0.5 mA cm–2. 
The characteristics obtained from the comparison between aqueous and organic electrolytes are presented in Table 6. 

[bookmark: _Toc72058126]Table 6. Comparison of electrochemical characteristics of tested aqueous and organic electrolytes in asymmetric cells.

		Cation

		Anion

		Solvent

		Molarity

		Potential range

		Positively charged 

electrode

		Negatively charged

 electrode



		

		

		

		M

		V

		C, mF

		C, mF cm–2

		F g–1

		C, mF

		C, mF cm–2

		F g–1



		Na+

		NO3–

		H2O

		1

		0..0.6

		21.0

		9.3

		182.8

		33.9

		15.0

		295.1



		Na+

		SO42–

		H2O

		1

		

		34.2

		15.1

		135.0

		42.0

		18.6

		166.2



		K+

		NO3–

		H2O

		1

		

		29.0

		12.8

		157.7

		38.7

		17.1

		210.2



		TEMA+

		BF4–

		ACN

		1.8

		0..1.2

		6.4

		5.7

		70.8

		5.3

		6.9

		55.8



		SBP+

		BF4–

		ACN

		1.5

		

		16.3

		14.4

		80.4

		19.7

		17.5

		95.3



		EMIm+

		BF4–

		ACN

		1.5

		

		27.4

		24.2

		105.6

		19.7

		17.5

		76.2



		EMIm+

		TFSI–

		ACN

		1.5

		

		23.3

		20.6

		89.8

		23.3

		20.6

		89.8







In all three aqueous electrolyte combinations, it was clear from the CVs that a higher capacitance was reached with the negatively charged electrode. The nitrate-based electrolytes (i.e., NaNO3-H2O and KNO3-H2O) exhibited remarkably high capacitances on the positively (183 F g–1 for NaNO3-H2O and 157 F g–1 for KNO3-H2O) and negatively charged (295 F g–1 for NaNO3-H2O and 210 F g–1 for KNO3-H2O) electrodes. To the best of our knowledge, such high capacitances have previously been achieved in the case of acidic or alkaline electrolytes, but not with neutral, salt-based aqueous electrolytes in combination with fibrous electrodes. 

Although the quaternary-ammonium-salt- and IL-based electrolytes have somewhat lower capacitances than the aqueous solutions, they exhibit significantly higher energy densities. This observation can be explained by the potential doubling owing to wider electrode potential limits because energy density is not only dependent on the capacitance but also significantly on the applied voltage (U2), as shown in Equation 1. 

Compared to quaternary-ammonium-based electrolytes, ILs are known to have lower conductivity but somewhat higher capacitance, as measured for porous carbon electrodes (Pohlmann, n.d.). A similar effect was observed with the fibrous electrodes. As with 
IL-based electrolytes, the highest capacitance of 105.6 F g–1 was achieved with the 
EMIm-BF4/ACN electrolyte for the positively charged electrode; however, a significantly lower capacitance of 76.2 F g–1 was achieved on the negatively charged electrode. 
In a symmetrical cell configuration, it is known that the lower-capacitance electrode from asymmetric cell performance will also be a limiting factor for full-cell performance. A more stable system was established with the EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte, as shown in the cyclic voltammograms (Figure 17). A uniform capacitance level of 89.8 F g–1 was achieved for the positively and negatively charged electrodes with the EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte. 

The resistance behaviour of all three electrolyte types in the asymmetric test-cell configuration was evaluated by electrochemical impedance spectroscopy in the AC frequency range of 200 kHz to 5 mHz, at a fixed electrode potential. For the aqueous electrolytes, the electrode potential was chosen to be 0 V vs AgǀAgCl reference, and with organic electrolytes, –0.5 V vs carbon reference. The obtained Nyquist plots are shown in Figure 18.
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[bookmark: _Toc76244270]Figure 18. Nyquist plot for the electrolyte–carbon interface.

The performance that most closely resembled that of the EDL fibrous electrodes was achieved using aqueous electrolytes, where a near-vertical line was reached in the 
low-frequency area. The highest charge-transfer resistance was observed for both IL-based electrolytes in the high-frequency region. The reason for such a high charge-transfer resistance can be explained by the impedance of the interface at the current collector/active material or mass transfer resistance inside the porous electrode fibres at high frequencies. In general, the lowest resistance was observed for aqueous electrolytes and the highest for organic-IL-based electrolytes. This phenomenon can be explained by the higher viscosity and lower conductivity of IL-based electrolytes compared to those of aqueous and quaternary-ammonium-based electrolytes. A more detailed impedance analysis can be found in Papers II and III. 



[bookmark: _Toc66625362]Electrochemical evaluation of symmetrical cells

[bookmark: _Toc66625363] Electrochemical specification of symmetrical cells

A two-electrode test-cell configuration was used to analyse the symmetrical full device of the fibrous electrodes. This configuration of the test cell provides the closest performance to the actual prototype cells. Electrolyte selection was based on the results of asymmetric configuration analysis. The best electrolyte candidates were selected from aqueous, organic, and IL-based electrolytes. The energy and power of the fibrous CDC-based materials were analysed for each electrolyte type. The specific capacitance and resistance of the symmetrical cells were evaluated by CV and EIS, respectively. The electrochemical performances of NaNO3-H2O, SBP-BF4/ACN, and EMIm-TFSI/ACN in the two-electrode configurations are listed in Table 7. 



[bookmark: _Toc72058127]Table 7. Electrochemical performances of symmetrical cells.

		Electrolyte

		Molarity

		Voltage range,

		Specific

Capacitance

of Carbon*,

		Specific

Capacitance of Electrode*,

		Specific Resistance Rs  at 1 kHz,

		Energy Density*,

		Power Density*,



		

		M

		V

		F g–1

		F g–1

		Ω cm2

		J g–1

		W g–1



		NaNO3/H2O

		1.0

		0–1.0

		127

		29.4

		7.1

		13.3

		0.27



		SBP-BF4/ACN

		1.5

		0–2.3

		110

		26.5

		9.0

		72.9

		0.63



		EMIm-TFSI/ACN

		1.5

		0–2.3

		105

		25.3

		92.6

		69.2

		0.60





*Calculated from CV plots at 20 mV s–1



As shown in Table 7, the highest specific capacitance of 127 F g–1 and the lowest specific resistance of 7.1 Ω cm2 was achieved with 1.0 M aqueous NaNO3/H2O electrolyte solution. Compared to the studied organic and IL-based electrolytes, NaNO3 also has the smallest solvated anion and cation sizes, which enables and supports better ion absorption of the fibrous electrode into CDC nanopores. In general, the specific capacitance increases in the following order: SBP-BF4 < EMIm-TFSI < NaNO3, which correlates well with the size of the solvated ions in the electrolytes. 

To characterise and compare energy storage devices with different properties, the relationship between the energy and power density is presented through the Ragone plot (see Figure 19), and the respective values were calculated according to Equations 1 and 2. The operating voltages for aqueous and organic electrolytes were chosen to be 1 V and 2.3 V, respectively. The higher operating voltage of the 1.0 M SBP-BF4/ACN electrolyte has 5.5 times the energy density and 2.3 times the power density of lower-operating-voltage supercapacitors. This can be clearly seen in the Ragone plot in Figure 19. Therefore, increasing the operating voltage is preferred for energy storage applications. The energy and power performances of CDC-based electrospun electrodes were significantly improved by using non-aqueous electrolytes. 
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[bookmark: _Toc76244271]Figure 19. Ragone plot of fibrous symmetrical cells in various electrolytes.

[bookmark: _Toc66625364]Lifetime analysis of symmetrical EDL cells

The estimation of the ageing of energy storage systems is an important parameter to assess when researching new materials. The growing demand for ageing information stems from an application perspective, as the lifespan of a supercapacitor should be relatively long—for cars, for example. The lifetime expectancy of energy storage systems is approximately 5000 h, corresponding to 750 000 starting/braking cycles (Hammar et al., 2011). The lifespan of supercapacitors can be evaluated using two different methodologies: accelerated lifetime by means of a constant voltage hold or by charge–discharge cycling. The end of life (EOL) criteria are the same for both methods; the EOL is reached when a capacitance decrease of 20% or resistance increase of 100% from the initial values (Murray & Hayes, 2015). In the present study, the charge–discharge cycle method of fibrous electrodes was applied to different electrolyte systems. The applied cycling voltage range was chosen to be 0–1 V for aqueous electrolytes and 0–2.3 V for organic electrolytes; a CV voltage scan rate of 20 mV s–1 was used. For the intermediate specification, the capacitance values were calculated by CV and resistance values by the EIS method. The cycle-life performances of the selected electrolytes are presented in Figure 20A, B. 

The change in capacitance over the cycles is shown in Figure 20A. The most stable 
cycle life was achieved with a quaternary-ammonium-salt-based organic electrolyte 
(SBP-BF4/ACN), where only a 2% loss of capacitance was observed for the first 1000 cycles. However, with the IL-based electrolyte, 1.5 M EMIm-TFSI/ACN, an exponential decrease in capacitance was observed during the first 800 cycles. Such a rapid capacitance decrease at the beginning of the cycling may be due to the relatively high viscosity of the IL-based electrolyte and the relatively high voltage-scanning rate of 20 mV s–1 used to support inefficient ion transfer and adsorption of electrolyte ions to carbon pores (Balbuena, 2014). The resistance and capacitance of the H2O based KNO3 capacitor were almost constant over the cycles.
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[bookmark: _Toc76244272]Figure 20. Cycle-life performance of 1.0 M NaNO3/H2O, 1.5 M SBP-BF4/ACN, and 1.5 M EMIm-TFSI/ACN: A) capacitance change during cycling and B) resistance change during cycling.





[bookmark: _Toc66625365]Conclusions

The aim of this study was to develop a new approach for preparing electrospun carbonaceous electrodes for supercapacitors. For this purpose, optimal combinations of CDC and conductive additives were used. The influence of densification temperature and pressure on the mechanical, morphological, and electrochemical properties was studied. Electrochemical evaluation was carried out with aqueous and non-aqueous electrolytes to achieve the highest possible capacitance. The characteristics of the electrospun 
CDC-based fibrous electrodes were analysed using SEM, BET, and mechanical and thermal testing. For evaluating the electrochemical properties, the three most common techniques were used (CV, GC, and EIS). Based on the study, the following conclusions can be drawn: 

1. A novel approach for preparing fibrous electrodes for supercapacitors without post-carbonization was introduced, where CDC was the main capacitive material and CB a conductive additive in electrospun fibres of PAN in DMF solution. 
The highest specific capacitance of 114 F g–1 with acceptable mechanical properties was achieved with a CDC to CB ratio of 80/20.

2. According to the current research, the densification temperature and pressure had a remarkable influence on the mechanical, morphological, and electrochemical properties of fibrous CDC-based electrode materials. The optimal densification parameters were achieved with a pressure of 2.5 MPa and temperature of 75 °C. These parameters were not found to have a negative influence on the structure and morphology of CDC-based fibrous electrodes; however, the capacitance was increased approximately 9-fold compared to the electrode samples for which densification was not applied. Overall, the specific stress for the fibrous electrodes was approximately 20-fold higher than that of the roll-cast electrode. 

3. The CDC-based fibrous electrodes tested in aqueous electrolytes showed highest capacitances of 182.8 F g–1 and 295.1 F g–1 for positively and negatively charged potentials, respectively, in a 1.0 NaNO3/H2O electrolyte. This is the highest specific capacitance achieved with fibrous electrodes in neutral aqueous electrolytes, to our knowledge. 

4. CDC-based fibrous electrodes tested in organic electrolytes showed a highest capacitance of 89.9 F g–1 for positively and negatively charge electrodes and a potential window of 3.5 V in 1.5 M EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte. 

5. Electrolyte studies with symmetrical test-cell configuration revealed a highest energy density 72.9 J g–1 and power density of 0.63 W g–1 with 1.5 M SBP-BF4/ACN electrolyte. Furthermore, no remarkable loss in cycle stability was observed with the same electrolyte. Previous studies indicated that fibrous electrodes are suitable for high energy density and for mechanically demanding applications. 



The results of the current study pave the way for further improvement of the properties of fibrous composite electrodes for energy storage applications. There is a need to explore methods that decrease the polymer content of CDC-based fibrous electrodes and increase the specific capacitance of the elements. Furthermore, it is necessary to find opportunities to increase the power density of CDC-based fibrous electrodes containing supercapacitor elements. 
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Development of electrospun nanostructured electrochemical double-layer capacitor electrodes

The main aim of this study was to develop carbide-derived carbon (CDC) containing fibrous, electrospun, thin-layered composite electrodes for supercapacitors. Fibrous electrospun electrodes for energy storage applications have a major benefit in terms of their strong mechanical properties and lower thickness compared to powder-based, pressure-rolled, or slurry-cast electrodes used in most commercially available supercapacitors. Several studies have been carried out with fibrous materials of different carbon allotropes and applying high-temperature post-treatment processes, but not with directly electrospun CDC materials without using any expensive or destructive post-treatment processes. Furthermore, the effect of various aqueous and organic electrolytes on the electrochemical performance of fibrous electrodes has not been fully assessed. 
To fill this gap, the effect of various electrolytes on the electrochemical performance of fibrous electrospun supercapacitor electrodes was investigated. 

To optimise the CDC-based fibrous electrospun electrodes, various electrode compositions were studied in order to achieve the highest possible double-layer capacitance. A PAN solution in dimethylformamide (DMF) was electrospun with various ratios of CDC and carbon black (CB). Ionic liquid (IL) 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium tetrafluoroborate (EMIm-BF4) was added at 10 wt%. The influence of densification pressure and temperature on the mechanical and electrochemical properties of electrospun electrodes was determined. The highest specific capacitance of 114 F g–1 was achieved with a CDC/CB ratio of 80/20 by applying a densification pressure of 2.5 MPa at 75 °C.

Tensile tests and scanning electron microscopy were used to characterise the mechanical and morphological properties of the fibrous, CDC-based, thin-layered electrodes. According to the present research, the mechanical and morphological properties of fibrous electrodes are strongly dependent on the applied densification pressure and temperature. The highest specific stress of 3.12 × 10−4 NTEX−1 was obtained when sample heating was omitted during the densification process. Compared to the classical cast porous carbon electrode, the specific stress was approximately 20-fold higher in the case of electrospun fibrous CDC-based electrodes. 

The effect of various electrolytes on the electrochemical performance of electrospun fibrous electrodes was analysed in aqueous, organic, and IL-based electrolytes. For this purpose, three different aqueous electrolytes (1.0M sodium nitrate (NaNO3/H2O), 1.0M potassium nitrate (KNO3/H2O), and 1.0M sodium sulphate (Na2SO4/H2O)), two organic electrolytes (1.5M spiro-(1,1)-bipyrrolidinium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile 
(SBP-BF4/ACN) and 1.8M triethylmethyl-ammonium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile (TEMA-BF4/ACN)), and two IL-based electrolytes (1.5M 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazoliumbis(trifluoromethyl-sulphonyl)imide in acetonitrile (EMIm-TFSI/ ACN) and 1.5M 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium tetrafluoroborate in acetonitrile 
(EMIm-BF4/ACN)) were studied in asymmetrical test-cell configuration. The widest potential window (3.5 V) was achieved with a 1.5M EMIm-TFSI/ACN electrolyte with a specific capacitance of 89.9 F g–1 for both positively and negatively charged electrodes. 
The highest capacitance was achieved with the aqueous 1.0M NaNO3/H2O electrolyte, and 182.8 F g-1 and 295.1 F g-1 were achieved for the positively and negatively charged electrodes, respectively. 

The best candidates from each electrolyte type were also analysed in a symmetrical test-cell configuration to characterise the energy and power performance for various electrolyte types. The highest energy density of 72.9 J g–1 and 0.63 W g–1 with no remarkable losses in cycle stability were achieved with the 1.5 M SBP-BF4/ACN electrolyte, which indicates that fibrous CDC-based electrodes are more suitable for more mechanically demanding and high-energy applications. 

To conclude, a novel approach for producing directly electrospun CDC-based fibrous electrodes for energy storage applications is proposed. Thin-layered, CDC-based fibrous electrodes were optimised to enhance the electrochemical performance and mechanical properties of the electrode materials. The CDC/CB ratio and electrode densification strongly influenced the morphological, mechanical, and electrochemical properties of the fibrous electrode. The results of the current research pave the way for further studies to improve the properties of fibrous composite electrodes for energy storage applications. 
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Elektrilise kaksikkihi kondensaatori elektrokedratud nanostruktuursete elektroodide arendus

Doktoritöö keskendub elektrokedratud karbiidsel süsinikul (CDC) baseeruvate kiuliste elektroodide arendamisele. Kiulistel elektroodidel on mitmeid eeliseid pulber-kaetud kommertsiaalsete elektroodide ees nagu näiteks oluliselt väiksem paksus, parem painduvus ning paremad mehaanilised omadused. Varasemalt on uuritud kiulisi membraane superkondensaatorite elektroodidena kasutades erinevaid süsiniku allotroope ning rakendades neile järeltöötlus protsesse. Käesoleva töö eesmärgiks on arendada CDC osakesi sisaldavaid elektrokerdatud kiulisi elektroode, mis ei vajaks kõrgel temperatuuril kasutavaid järeltöötlus protsesse. CDC eeliseks teiste süsinike allotroopide ees on kõrge eripind, kõrge mikropooride hulk ja optimaalne mikropooride jaotus. Samuti pole varasemalt põhjalikult hinnatud erinevate vesilahustel ja orgaanilistel lahustel baseeruvate elektrolüütide mõju kiuliste elektroodide elektrokeemilistele omadustele. 

CDC-l baseeruvate kiuliste elektrokedratud elektroodide koostise optimeerimiseks uuriti erinevaid CDC ja juhtiva lisandi - tahma (CB) vahekordi, lisaks ka elektroodide mehaanilisi omadusi, saavutamaks materjalis võimalikult kõrge kaksikkihi mahtuvus. Püstitatud eesmärgi saavutamiseks elektrokedrati polüakrüülnitriili (PAN) ja dimetüülformamiidi (DMF) lahusest kiulised elektroodid erinevate CDC/CB massivahekordadega. Kiuliste elektroodide juhtivuse suurendamiseks kasutati 10 massi% ioonvedelikku 1-etüül-3-metüülimidasoolium-tetrafluoroboraati (EMImBF4). Lisaks uuriti kiuliste elektroodide pressimise käigus kasutatava temperatuuri ja rõhu mõju kiudude mehaanilistele ja elektrokeemilistele omadustele. Kõrgeim erimahtuvus 114 F g-1 saavutati CDC/CB suhtega 80/20 rakendades kiulise elektroodi pressimisel temperatuuri 75°C ja rõhku 2.5 MPa. Õhukeste kiuliste elektroodide morfoloogia ja mehaaniliste omaduste uurimiseks kasutati skaneerivat elektronmikroskoopiat ning suhtelist katkekoormust.  Antud katsetuste tulemusena selgus, et kiuliste elektroodide morfoloogia ja mehaanilised omaduse sõltuvad tugevalt pressimisel rakendatavast temperatuurist ja rõhust. Kõrgeim suhteline katkekoormuse väärtus 3.12 × 10−4 N TEX−1 saavutati toatemperatuuril.   

Käesolevas töös uuriti ka erinevate elektrolüüdi tüüpide mõju CDC-l baseeruvate kiuliste elektroodide elektrokeemilistele omadustele. Täpsemalt uuriti kolme vesilahuse (1.0M NaNO3/H2O, 1.0M KNO3/H2O ja 1.0M Na2SO4/H2O, kahe mitte-vesilahuse (1.5M SBP-BF4/ACN ja 1.8M TEMA-BF4/ACN) ja kahe ioonvedeliku (1.5M EMIm-TFSI/ ACN ja 1.5M EMIm-BF4/ACN) elektrolüüdi mõju elektrokeemilistele omadustele, kolme elektroodsetes katserakkudes. Kõige laiem potentsiaali aken 3.5 V, positiivselt ja negatiivselt laetud elektroodi erimahtuvusega 89.9 F g-1, saavutati ioonsel vedelikul baseeruva elektrolüüdiga 1.5M EMIm-TFSI/ACN. Kõrgeim erimahtuvus 182.8 F g-1 ja 
295.1 F g-1 vastavalt positiivselt ja negatiivselt laetud elektroodil, saavutati 1.0M NaNO3/H2O elektrolüüdiga. 

Kolme-elektroodsete katserakkude analüüsi tulemusel valiti igast elektrolüüdi tüübist parim kandidaat kahe-elektroodsete kondensaator - rakkude analüüsiks, hindamaks elektrokeemilise süsteemi energia- ja võimsus tihedusi.  Kõrgeim energia 72.9 J g-1  ja võimsus 0.63 W g-1   saavutati mitte-vesilahuse elektrolüüdis 1.5M SBP-BF4/ACN. Eelmainitud elektrolüüdiga ei täheldatud mahtuvuse vähenemist täis-tühjakslaadimise tsükleerimise  testi käigus. Kokkuvõttes võib käesolevas töös saavutatud tulemuste põhjal järeldada, et CDC-l baseeruvad kiulised elektroodid on eelkõige mõeldud kasutamaks rakendustes, kus on oluline kõrge energia ja head mehaanilised omadused. 

Käesoleva doktoritöös pakuti välja uudne lahendus süsinikul baseeruvate kiuliste elektroodide kasutamiseks energia salvestamise rakendustes. Õhukeste kiuliste elektroodide mehaaniliste ja elektrokeemilste omaduste parendamiseks kasutati nenede koostise optimeerimist. Süsinike CDC/CB massivahekord ning elektroodide pressimise parameetrid omasid suurt mõju kiudude morfoloogiale, mehaanilistele ja elektrokeemilistele omadustele.  Käesolevas töös saavutatud tulemused loovad eeldused uutele uuringutele, parendamaks kiuliste komposiit-elektroodide omadusi energia salvestus valdkonnas.  
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